DATCﬂET
NEIGHBOURHOOD

PLAN Character Assessment

Character Area: Slough Road

Assessments: Saturday 28 April at 2pm MC, AC and two residents. Wednesday 2 May at 7pm JSt, FC and five
residents. (Three written assessments received.)

1. Setting

Slough Road forms part of the B376 which links Staines with Slough via Datchet. Slough Road in Datchet’s
runs from the central Conservation Area to The Myrke, about 1.2 miles. Along its route, it is joined by
Queens Road/Mays Green, Priory Way, Ruscombe Gardens (via a footpath), Eton Road, Whites Lane,
Castle Avenue and The Myrke. The stretch of Slough Road from Whites Lane to The Myrke lies within
100-200 metres of the M4. Most of the housing development along Slough Road lies on the west side.
Google maps satellite and street map views, screenshots taken May 2018, imagery dated 2018.
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2. History and maps

From Janet Kennish’s www.datchethistory.org.uk: Until the late 1800s, there were no houses along this
frequently flooded ‘watery lane’ [Slough Road] that led to Upton, originally a more significant place than
Slough. From the top of the present Queens Road there were just open fields with a stream running

alongside the lane, now culverted underground. Willows were planted along the edge of the road as
guide-posts

1833 Parish Enclosure map 1868 Ordnance Survey map (after the railway was built)
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http://www.datchethistory.org.uk/
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Whites Lane is an ancient access lane once running through the fields to Riding Court. It is now cut off by
the M4 but the old track still exists on the other side of the motorway.

Although the 1860s’ Churchmead House [today the site of Churchmead School] was in Slough Road, it
was built well away from the road. It wasn’t until Datchet’s boom years, from the 1870s, that the need
for development land overcame the fear of floods and some big family houses were built along Slough
Road by people seeking country living with easy access to London. There were fewer houses built here in
the late 1800s than in other locations in the village and the plots were larger which led to a lot of infilling
in the 20th century. Most of the land on the east side of the road remains agricultural.

Not all the 1899 OS map sheets for
Datchet are available but the 1912
north-western sheet (below) is a
good substitute as little had changed
in the years between. These are
significant maps because most of
the post-1875 development had
taken place by this time; compare
with the 1868 map (previous page)
which was surveyed before farmland
was sold for housing. It was not until
the 1930s that a similar wave of
development, of new roads and
houses, took place around Datchet.

The growing need for more housing
in the 20th century was met in three
chief ways: by the conversion of
large old houses into flats;
by infilling the extensive garden
grounds of older houses; and by
completely new development on
formerly agricultural land as the
price for building plots rose
dramatically. From about 1900 until
after WWI there were few new
houses and no new roads built in
Datchet. Development really began
3 in the 1930s and, although it was
% /X slowed down by WWII, it had
/ gathered pace again by the 1960s.
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1970 Slough Road area

XN ] ~ Atthe start of Slough Road, opposite Churchmead
School, a row of substantial houses lie well back with
long front gardens. These were built in the late 1930s
by local builder, Nelson Masters, who lived in one of
them with his family. He also bought the site of a big
Victorian house called Holmwood, shown on the map,
left, to the west of the junction with Eton Road. He
bought the land hoping to redevelop there but during
the war the house was requisitioned as an operations
base. Later, it was kept in reserve for the western arm
of the planned Datchet bypass to reach Windsor
Road, as recommended in the 1970 Bucks County
Council Plan. Eventually, after the stop-go financial
problems of the 1970s, the whole plot was released
for housing development and Ruscombe Gardens was
built. There appears to be no local explanation for its
name.
Agars Place, which was built off Castle Avenue,
between Slough Road and Eton Road, had not yet
been built.

Current OS Map

This map does not show the more recent
development which is currently taking place
at the northern end of Slough Road following
the demolition of Datchet Mead hotel and a
house.
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Green Belt and Conservation Area map

Datchet’s Conservation Area is outlined in dark red
at bottom of this map. The Green Belt washes over
the eastern side of Slough Road.

Proposed development in RBWM’s Borough Local Plan
Slough Road is adjacent to two proposed development sites in the submission version of the Local Plan,
namely HA41 and HA43:

HA41: Land north and east of Churchmede Secondary School, Priory Road, Datchet HA43: Land north of Eton Road adjacent to St Augustine's Church, Datchet
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3. Topography & Zones

e Lowland, very gently rising from 18m above sea level near the village centre to 19m north of Whites
Lane.

e Slough Road is not in the Conservation Area although it leads into the Conservation Area.

Most of Slough Road lies in Flood Zone 3 with a 1:100 risk or greater. All but the section of higher

land by the allotments lies in Flood Zone 2, 1:1000 risk.

The east side of Slough Road is washed over by the Green Belt.

The road lies close to the M4 motorway and is under the Heathrow flight path.

The Jubilee River (Flood Relief Scheme) lies to the west of Slough Road at The Myrke.

The Myrke Stream runs from The Myrke to Eton Road. There is a drainage ditch running alongside

Slough Road, by the allotments. There is another ditch by Churchmead School which links up, via a

culvert, with the Barrel Arch system.
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4. Land uses

Commercial
The section of Slough Road closest to the village centre and bordering the Conservation Area is used for
commercial purposes. On the west side, there is:
e A car showroom (known locally as the ‘MG Garage’) with offices above.
e Asection of an older ‘Country Life’ building which houses a beauty salon in the two ground floor
shops with residential accommodation above.
e Sopwith Court, a recently refurbished office block on the upper two storeys (vacant for approx.
20 years and still vacant), with retail outlets and a wine bar on the ground floor and a car park to
the rear.
e MoneyClub House, offices with parking to the rear.
On the east side, there is:
e acar sales business.
e a petrol station with convenience store.
e and an automotive repairs business.

Miscellaneous commercial activity:

e There is evidence of some businesses being operated from homes in Slough Road.

e Number 95, on the west side, was formerly a bakery, then a grocery store, and retains its large
window frontage but it has not operated as a business for many years.

e On the corner of Slough Road and Whites Lane, a car-breaking and paint-spraying business appears
to be operating. This site has been the subject of residents’ complaints and current enforcement
action by the planning authorities.

e There are two postboxes on Slough Road; one close to Eton Road junction, the other set in the gate-
post of a house, between Castle Avenue and The Myrke.

e There are several telephone cabinets, many no longer in use and in a state of disrepair.

Educational
Churchmead Secondary School, with extensive sports fields, is situated next to the petrol station.

Agricultural

On the eastern side, there is arable land, pasture for grazing horses, and allotments for growing fruit and
veg. The agricultural land behind Churchmead, between Riding Court Road and Whites Lane, is one of
RBWM'’s proposed development sites for housing and commercial units (HA41). It was originally graded
A1/A2 but has now been downgraded. On the western side, there is another large piece of prime
agricultural land near The Myrke, bounded by Slough Road and Eton Road. This field adjoins RBWM's
proposed housing site (HA43) and is subject to frequent fly-tipping.

Leisure

There are allotments on the eastern side of Slough Road towards The Myrke. On the far side of the M4 is
Upton Court Park, Slough’s largest park, with football pitches, landscaped parkland, woodland and
wetland areas, play areas, events grounds and parking. Private sports clubs using the facilities here
include rugby, hockey, cricket and Moto-X clubs, as well as model car and aircraft clubs.

Residential

The rest of Slough Road is used for residential purposes. Most of the houses are on the western side. The
eastern side, which is washed over by the Green Belt, is still mainly agricultural although there are small
pockets of housing there, including some which were once accommodation for farmworkers.
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5. Layout

Slough Road has been divided into six zones for the purposes of this Character Assessment:

ZONE 1: Commercial area of Slough
Road close to village centre

The commercial buildings here, shops
and offices, are set back from the road
with a broad pavement on both sides
and bollards on the western side and
greens and verges on the eastern side.

ZONE 2: Western side, from the village
centre to the junction with Eton Road
13 large detached individual houses with
front gardens, hedged and walled
boundaries. Some are set back from the
road with long drives on large
rectangular plots with long back gardens
adjoining the railway line. Most houses
face the road at a slight angle and fill the
width of their plot.

ZONE 3: Western side, from Eton Road

to the junction with Castle Avenue

Here there are older properties, with

some modern in-filling, on smaller, narrower plots. Some have garden frontages, some have hard
standing for parking cars. There is a variety of layouts — some houses have gable ends to the road, some
face the road, and others are set at an angle to the road.

ZONE 4: Western side, north of Castle Avenue

Most of the bungalows and houses here are set back from the road with good-sized front gardens but
the building line varies. One property (Nyetimber) is set a long way back from the road while a new
development of two new blocks of flats are being built close to the road. There are no buildings on the
western side of Slough Road after 149 Slough Road. (Datchet’s Parish Area also includes part of The
Myrke, up to and including 115 The Myrke.)

ZONE 5: Eastern side

From the north of Slough Road heading towards the centre of Datchet, building starts after the
allotments. Groups of properties, with a similar building line, are separated by fields. The detached and
semi-detached houses here are of mixed age and size, and are mainly aligned to face the road. Some
properties have been greatly extended.

ZONE 6: Whites Lane

There is a small terrace of three, two-storey Victorian cottages and two-20t"-century semis, with a
consistent building line, plus a property rented as four flats set perpendicular to Whites Lane. Two late-
20™-century houses with rear gardens facing Slough Road are accessed via Whites Lane. There is access
to fields on both sides.
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6. Buildings

In summary, there are bungalows, terraced, semi-detached and detached properties along Slough Road,
built mainly in the late 19t and 20t centuries. Most houses are two-storeys. Very few of the properties
appear to have been sub-divided into flats. A number of properties have been renovated or extended,
including extensions into the roof space, and adding a storey to bungalows. The majority remain in
keeping with the street scene. Generally, the buildings are of good condition and well maintained. The
most recent larger-scale development is at the far end of Slough Road where a hotel and house were
recently demolished and some Regency-style houses and two blocks of flats are being built.

ZONE 1: Commercial area of Slough Road, close to village centre

= . Rl =
On the corner of Slough Road and Queens Road, by Mays Green, stands a car showroom with offices
above. It was built in the 1930s as an MG garage and retains its trademark octagonal clock. The
showroom adjoins a much-changed remnant of the 19t™-century Country Life Club building (see 1915
image). The ground floor is now occupied by two beauty shops with flats above. See
www.datchethistory.org.uk/streetshouses/south-greens/country-life-shops-offices/

Adjoining the Country Life Club buildings but set further back from the
road, is Sopwith Court, (previously Connexions House) a recently-
renovated office block with square bays to the upper levels. Planning
applications to change the offices to flats have been refused, mainly for
reasons relating to the flood zone. The ground floor of Sopwith Court is
occupied by retail outlets and a wine bar. There is a side access road to a
customer car park behind these buildings. Surface water pooling occurs
frequently on this road.

On the other side of the access road is Money Club House, a
modern two-storey brick office building with bay windows on the
first floor. There are raised beds to the front with ornamental
shrubs. The car park at the rear is used by customers of Spices
Restaurant in the evenings. All these buildings back on to the
railway line.

= On the eastern side is a
car sales office, automotive
repair business and petrol
station with small convenience
store, with grass verges and a
flowerbed at
the front.



http://www.datchethistory.org.uk/streetshouses/south-greens/country-life-shops-offices/
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ZONE 2: Western side, from the village centre to Eton Road

A run of substantial, two and two-and-a-half storey, detached houses with garages, mainly of red brick
and some with white render and mock Tudor or Arts and Crafts features. (Dates approx. 1930s-50s).
There are two individually-styled houses; one modernist and one built in the style of a tea-planter’s
house (see www.datchethistory.org.uk/streetshouses/slough-road/moy-lodge/). There is also a row of
substantial houses with dual entrances built by Nelson Masters in the 1930s. One of these houses has
been altered into a mock-Tudor style with timbering and render. Another has extended the roof upwards
and no longer looks in harmony with its neighbours.

Most of these houses are set back from the road with large gardens/frontages with walls and hedges,
and generally fill the width of the plot. Most are oriented to face the road at a slight angle. Roofs are
tiled and there are mixed window styles. The properties also have long back gardens, stretching back to
the railway line which runs behind this section of Slough Road. (A plot comprising number 29 and rear of
27 was recently unsold at auction. It was advertised with development potential for six four-bedroom
houses, access to which would be achieved by demolishing part of number 29.)

Heading north, there is an untidy, wooded, shrubby verge stretching from the last of these houses to the
roundabout with Eton Road. There is a post box set into the verge. Behind this verge lie the fenced rear
gardens of houses in Ruscombe Gardens.

The following images show a representative selection of housing styles in this zone

. -
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ZONE 3: Western side of Slough Road, between Eton Road and Castle Avenue
This section has very mixed housing. There are some older
Victorian/Edwardian terraces, semis and detached houses, many A

of yellow brick with red brick decoration/string courses and slate
roofs. There is some 20™-century infilling with semis, bungalows

and one or two detached houses, built of old bricks and/or S
rendered, with tiled roofs. The building lines and roof heights are

varied. Some have hipped roofs, others have gable ends facing the

road. Some properties are set at an angle to the road. There are

many extensions, painted bricks, replacement windows, etc, some TR
sympathetic, some less so. Infilling at the backs of the houses has Ve -
taken place, (see Google Map right), with small drives and paths '
for access. Many gardens have been retained although some have

been resurfaced to provide parking space. In most cases, Google
boundary walls and hedges have been retained but some have been

removed to allow parking. Not all frontages are deep enough for larger cars.
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ZONE 4: Western side, north of the junction with Castle Avenue

Buildings here are also mixed. There are substantial Victorian/Edwardian houses, 20®-century houses,
and bungalows (some with dormers and one with an additional storey). The houses are mainly rendered
or painted brick. The building lines and roof lines vary. A post box is set into a gatepost of one house.

There is a new development at Mead Close (see computer-generated image below). This comprises two
blocks of flats close to the road with narrow frontages and parking behind, and Montagu Mews, a
Regency-style gated development of six detached and three terraced houses built in 2017, with white
render and open-plan frontages. This style of housing is not found elsewhere in the village and this is
Datchet’s only gated development. Work on the flats appears to have stalled (May 2018).

North of this development are two 20™-century detached houses, one much extended with outbuildings,
with a slip road to the front.

As before, boundary treatments are mixed, with hedges, high walls and fences, drives, and larger
gardens. There are some narrow grass verges on the pavement edge, north of Castle Avenue.

At this point, heading north, the permitted speed limit
rises to 40mph. There is no further housing on the western
side until the junction with The Myrke. The pavement ends
and there is a rough grass verge with hedgerow and tree
boundary and an agricultural field behind. A ditch also
runs along this boundary. (The Datchet Parish boundary
extends to 115 The Myrke.)

10
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ZONE 5: Eastern side, direction Slough to Datchet

The entrance into Datchet from Slough is predominantly green. On the eastern side of Slough Road,
there is a field used for horses. There is then a road which leads to a bridge over the M4 into Upton
Court Park. (This is always open for pedestrians and sometimes for vehicular access for an event in the
Park.) South of this bridge, there are the Myrke Allotments, managed by Slough Allotment Federation.
There are verges and rough hedging alongside the road.

T

There are three groups of properties on this side of Slough Road separated by fields. A gap in the
numbering suggests that there was once an intention to infill along the road. Dwellings are mainly
aligned to face the road, on long rectangular plots, with a mix of ages and sizes.

The first group, the most northerly section of housing, was constructed in the 20t century. There is a
variety of building styles (see images below). Most houses are two-storey and detached, although some
are joined by their garages. As elsewhere in Slough Road, the materials used are a mix of brick, light-
coloured render or pebbledash, with tiled roofs. There is some mock-Tudor timberwork and Arts and
Crafts styling. The buﬂdmg lineis falrly con5|stent The houses tend to be on large plots with sizable
frontages, often with large areas of paving or hard-
standing. Boundary treatments are usually walls or
railings. Most of these houses have been extended, some
considerably. The gardens of the first few properties
extend back to the motorway. These houses are separated
from the second group by fields used for grazing horses.

11
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Second group

Houses in this second group were also built in the 20t century. The building line is fairly consistent, with
most properties set back from the road. Most houses are large, two-storey, detached properties on wide
plots with ample space for parking. As elsewhere in Slough Road, the materials used are a mix of brick
and light-coloured render or pebbledash, with tiled roofs. The houses tend to be on large plots with
sizable frontages, often with large areas of paving or hard-standing. Boundary treatments are usually
walls or railings, some also have verges adjoining the pavement. A few of the houses in this section are
hidden by garden shrubs and trees, including two pairs of semi-detached houses, with steep peaks and
roof windows, originally built in the late 20t century as farmworkers’ accommodation on the corner of
Whites Lane, which are accessed from Whites Lane.

Third group

After Whites Lane, there is a section of arable land then a third group of buildings. After a brick-built
pumping station, electricity sub-station, and mobile mast, there is an overgrown empty plot with railing
frontage backed by a line of trees. Next to this is a Victorian-style, two-storey cottage with gable,
converted from a coach house in 1990. It was the coach house of Montagu House, with which it shares
an entrance drive. Montagu House, a large two-storey Edwardian house, is now divided into four flats,
with two large bays at the front and three smaller bay windows to its side, and garages to the rear. These
are all leasehold properties on a plot owned by Darville and Sons (tea producers in Windsor). At the
junction with Eton Road, is another large house, Woodside, built c1930 on a large plot with dual
entrance, with a number of outbuildings and hard-standing for vehicles to the side and rear. Adjacent to
this are the playing fields of Churchmead School. The school was built in the 1960s on the plot of the
former Churchmead House and the then village hall. (For details, see

12
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http://datchethistory.org.uk/streetshouses/the-north-greens/churchmead-house-and-churchmead-
school-in-priory-way/) There is a shared footpath/cycle path and a one-way access road (for pick-
up/drop-off) in front of the school, adjacent to Slough Road but separated from it by a hedge. Boundary
treatments in this section tend to be low walls, with abundant greenery in the form of trees and hedges.

Whites Lane is a private road washed over by the Green Belt. The properties in this lane were built by the
Barker family, who once owned the surrounding farmland, as tied cottages for their workers. On the
days of our assessments, several cars were parked on the corner with Slough Road and the verge here
was badly damaged. Heading down Whites Lane, towards the motorway, there is an area of fenced off
land which was occupied by a number of vans and appeared to be being used as a breaker’s yard and for
paint-spraying. The first property on the south side, a brick, two-storey building with tiled roof, faces
Slough Road and is divided into four flats. Behind this, facing into Whites Lane with an aspect across the
fields, are two, modern semi-detached houses with light-coloured render and timber frontages, built on
small plots c1960. Next to these, also facing into Whites Lane and towards the fields, are three Victorian-
style, brick-built terraced cottages with decorative red-brick string courses and decorative lintels. The
cottage nearest the motorway has been extended. Both sets of houses have lawn to the front and low
walls or fencing. The noise from the motorway is quite noticeable here although some residents said

13
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they had become used to it. On the north side of Whites Lane is the access road to four, late 20t"-century
semi-detached houses with steep peaked roofs, the rears of which adjoin Slough Road.

7. Streetscape

Greenery: Slough Road feels predominantly green. The view of Slough Road from the Conservation Area
is of leafy trees and greenery which obscure the buildings.

Several houses have gardens bordering the road with trees at their
perimeter. Large lengths of the eastern side border fields or
allotments with green, but untidy, hedgerows and trees which are
in need of maintenance. There are also many grass verges which
have been damaged where cars have parked, leaving bare patches
of earth or muddy wheel tracks and ruts. This is especially
noticeable between the second and third groups of buildings on
the eastern side of Slough Road.

Close to the roundabout junction with Eton Road, a number of rear
gardens (of houses in Ruscombe Gardens) back onto Slough Road,
adding to the greenery. The footpath entrance to Ruscombe
Gardens, right, is a wooded copse area, owned and managed by the properties on either side.

There are two open fields behind the properties on the eastern side of the road as you leave Datchet,
bordered on the other side by the motorway. There is hedging alongside the allotments.

Boundary treatments: Boundary treatments vary. As a general rule, the larger plots have walls, fences,
hedges or front gardens edged with trees and shrubs (although some have paved/gravel/concrete
frontages). A number of the large plots have two entrance gates. Many of the smaller plots are open

with hard-standing so that cars can be parked off the road. They are mainly well-kept.

Benches and seating: There is one bench, at the corner of Slough Road and Eton Road.

Street signage: The signage is in need of cleaning or replacements.

14
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Road markings: these are in poor condition and very worn in places.

Street-surfacing material: The road surface is adequate but the footpath is poor quality in some areas

and has been patched and repatched several times, particularly during recent gas work. Some stretches

of the footpath have been resurfaced with Tarmac.

Pavements: In general the pavements, verges and bordering green
areas were patched and uneven and in need of attention. Some were
very untidy, for example, the corner of Eton Road, a triangular area
with several disused BT boxes, an old parish notice board, litter,
overgrown greenery and bare earth. There were several BT cabinets
in other locations along the road. (The photo, right, shows the box at
the top of Whites Lane.) The verges on the eastern side of the road
were damaged by parking.

Substation and water-pumping station: The gates and fence are in
good order.

Lighting: The lamp posts are of mixed heights and heads offering
different levels of illumination.

Solar panels: One set of solar panels was observed on the road-facing roofs of the buildings.
Electric car points: One was noticed. (There could be more at the side of buildings, in garages, etc.)

Dustbins: Most properties had storage spaces for their bins. On refuse collection days, the bins are left
out on the street creating a hazard for pedestrians.

Drainage ditches: There are drainage ditches along the east side of Slough Road, often filled with
rubbish. On this side of the road, the ditches start near the allotments, are culverted in places, and
resurface outside Churchmead School, by the cyclepath. There is then another culvert further along the
cyclepath, linking to the ‘Barrel Arch’ system under the centre of Datchet, which then joins up with the
ditch at the Recreation Ground.

8. Road use (non-motorised)

Pavements

In general, the pavements along Slough Road are patched and uneven and in need of attention.

e A pavement runs along the east side of Slough Road from the village centre to opposite The Myrke
where there is a pelican crossing and the pavement then continues on the western side of the road
towards Slough. When the vegetation is overgrown, it can be difficult to walk along the narrow
section beside the allotments. Traffic is often still travelling at speed at this point where the 40mph
limit reduces to 30mph. There are often cars parked on this side of the road (in particular opposite
the Victorian houses which have limited parking space) which means that pedestrians, especially
those with pushchairs, shopping trolleys, etc, have to walk on the road.

e The pavement on the west side of Slough Road runs from the village centre to the point where the
speed limit changes from 30mph to 40mph, opposite the allotments. This is a dangerous place to
cross the road with limited visibility of oncoming traffic. This pavement is crossed by several
driveways, including those leading to houses built behind those on the main road.

15
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e There is pedestrian access and a cycle path from Slough Road across the M4 motorway to Upton
Park, Slough. This access is generally closed to vehicular traffic except when events are held in the
Park.

Shortcuts and footpaths:

e There is a pedestrian shortcut through a wooded area from Slough Road into Ruscombe Gardens.

e There was once a footpath via a Lych Gate (beside Nyetimber, 131) from Slough Road to St
Augustine’s School, providing a short cut from Slough Road to Eton Road/Pococks Lane. This has
been blocked off. (Maps show it was in use in the 1950s.)

e There is also a pedestrian route, via The Myrke, over the Jubilee River then through Eton College’s
playing fields into Eton and on to Windsor.

e The footpaths alongside the Jubilee River can be accessed via The Myrke. The footpath along the
Datchet side of the Jubilee River leads into Eton Road/Pococks Lane.

Pedestrian crossings

e There s a pelican crossing at The Myrke.

e There s a raised section, a speed hump, across Slough Road, between the shops and the petrol
station. This is sometimes used as an unofficial pedestrian crossing.

Key pedestrian routes:
Distances and timings to walk from the junction of Slough Road/Castle Avenue to:
e St Mary’s primary school, 15 minutes, 1.2km
e Churchmead secondary school, 11 minutes, 0.9km
e Recreation Ground and play area, 18 minutes, 1.5km
e Datchetriverside, 15 minutes, 1.2km
e Datchet train station, 14 minutes, 1.1km
e Thames Valley Athletics Centre, 11 minutes, 0.95km
e Village centre shops and pubs, 14 minutes, 1.1km
e Tesco Express, Horton Road, 23 minutes, 1.8km
e Horton Road fish and chip shops and restaurant, 26 minutes 2.1km
e Post office in Eton High Street, via Michael’s Bridge, Jubilee River, 35 minutes, 2.9km
e Windsor (Windsor & Eton Riverside train station) 36 minutes, 3km
e Slough bus station and train station (for rail services to Paddington, and Elizabeth Line/Crossrail
when it opens) 34 minutes, 2.7km
e Tesco or Sainsbury superstore (Slough) 30 minutes, 2.4km

Cyclepaths and routes

There is a shared footpath and cycle path running alongside the playing fields of Churchmead School on
the east side of Slough Road. It ends at the boundary of Churchmead, near the junction with Eton Road
then starts again near the allotments. The pavement in between, on the east side of Slough Road, is
often used as a cycle path. The route is used by children attending Churchmead. The traffic is fast and
dangerous and many resort to cycling on the footpath. There is also a shared footpath and cycle path
from Slough Road across the M4 motorway to Upton Park, Slough.

There are cycle paths alongside the Jubilee River. Sustrans Cycle Route 61 from Maidenhead to
Hoddesdon, crosses Slough Road at The Myrke.
www.sustrans.org.uk/sites/default/files/images/files/migrated-pdfs/Sustrans Jubilee River NCN4.pdf
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Character Area...Slough Road

9. Traffic and parking

Slough Road, B376, is the main trunk road linking Datchet with Slough so there is a constant flow of
traffic during the day. The road surface is Tarmac with storm drains. The speed limit is 30mph along the
built up section, and 40mph near The Myrke. During rush hours, there can be queues of traffic from The
Myrke into the village centre. At other times of day, there is often speeding traffic, particularly on the
section between Eton Road and The Myrke. There are traffic calming measures from the junction with
Eton Road to the village centre. These consist of four sets of ‘pillow’ speed humps (which cars can
straddle) and a speed hump across the width of the road near the petrol station.

There is a mini-roundabout at the junction with Eton Road. Drivers who are unfamiliar with the road are
sometimes not aware of this roundabout until they are upon it. Cars approaching the roundabout from
Eton Road at speed, seeing there is no oncoming traffic from the village centre, will often enter the
roundabout expecting to have right of way, causing unfamiliar drivers approaching from Slough to brake
suddenly.

Parking is a problem particularly near the Victorian properties (on the stretch of Slough Road between
Eton Road and Castle Avenue) which have little space for parking on their frontages. As a result, vehicles
are often parked on the verges. There are also some commercial vans parked here. The tyres churn up
the soil and damage the grass, and the parked vehicles can make it difficult for pedestrians to use the
footpath. Cars are frequently parked around Whites Lane. Not all of these belong to residents. Some
were removed in 2017 as they were untaxed. Cars rarely park on the road but there are no yellow lines.

An infrequent bus service between Datchet and Slough, which ran along this road, was suspended in
2017. At the time of writing, there were plans for a service to be reinstated.

10. Green and natural features

Green approach roads leading to the pretty village centre are a distinctive feature of Datchet. Slough
Road is no exception. There are many mature trees and shrubs in the gardens bordering the road, and a
small copse at the footpath entrance to Ruscombe Gardens. There are two open fields behind the
properties on the eastern side of the road; sections of which border the road where there is a gap in the
housing, adding to a rural feel. One field is cultivated and there are horses in the other. All this,
combined with the allotments, agricultural land bordered by long hedges and verges, and playing fields
with mature trees at Churchmead School, softens the built environment and busy road scene. The
damaged verges and untidy hedgerows detract from this green approach.

The new development at Mead Close/Montagu Mews does not follow this pattern. These white houses
are now predominant on the approach into Datchet where once just trees and hedges were visible.

There are grassy verges and flower beds
outside the petrol station and car
showroom in the commercial area of
Slough Road. At this point, where Slough
Road meets North Green and Mays
Green, the vista widens and the historic
village centre and greens come into view.
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Character Area...Slough Road

11. Views

Slough Road is an important approach to Datchet, the characteristic views it presents are of an
interesting residential area, with a variety of housing styles dating from the late 19% century to the
present day. There is a sense that this is an older settlement which has expanded gradually over time.
The housing is softened by mature gardens with trees, hedges and shrubs. Unfortunately in the morning
and evening rush hours the road is heavily congested with cars, which sometimes back up all the way
from the railway level crossings to Slough.

Views:

e Windsor Castle from the road by the allotments. There used to be a row of poplars here which have
been lost over time and not replaced.

e The Conservation Area and Village Greens from the commercial area of Slough Road.

e The commercial area is also one of the views from the Conservation Area. This should be considered
in relation to development in this area.

e Views across the fields along Slough Road.

There used to be an unbroken view of green fields and trees, from Slough Road and Pococks Lane. This is
now interrupted by the new development of stark white buildings at Mead Close/Montagu Mews.

12. Spaces

There is no open space for public use along Slough Road, however the combination of gardens bordering
the road, school playing fields, farm land and allotments contribute to a feeling of space. The nearest
public open spaces are at Upton Court Park, Datchet Recreation Ground, and the footpaths alongside the
Jubilee River. There is a bench on the corner of Slough Road and Eton Road although this is not a
particularly pleasant space to sit; the verges here are untidy, there are four disused telephone cabinets,
and when it’s busy there are also traffic fumes and noise.

13. Landmarks

e On the approach from Slough, the area is distinctive because it has the appearance of a leafy mature
suburb, with houses of several styles and sizes built as ribbon development.

e Some of the pre-war houses display distinctive Arts and Crafts and decorative timber (mock Tudor)
features which are seen elsewhere in Datchet.

e The allotments and long hedges of mixed trees and shrubs on the east side add a rural character to
the village (although the informal car parking detracts from this).

e The car showroom near Mays Crossing (junction of Slough Road and Queens Road) has a distinctive
Art Deco design and ‘MG’ clock.

e Arecent, less pleasant landmark is the commercial activity and excess number of parked cars in and
around Whites Lane.

14. Summary of key defining characteristics/other observations

It was noted that the eras of development were very clear: Victorian/Edwardian housing development,
including some workers’ cottages, then further development c1930s/50s, with late 20t"-century infill.
For a busy road, it has maintained a suburban, leafy appearance. This, combined with the fields on the
eastern side, creates a green approach from Slough into Datchet.

Development has taken place mainly on one side of the road with green belt to the east. (The green belt
washes over the eastern side of the road.)
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There is an interesting mix of properties, built in a variety of sizes and styles, from the Victorian era to
the present day. There are good examples of large Victorian villas and pre-war artisan housing.

There are quite a number of back-fill properties, not visible from the road, which make efficient use of
the available space.

The key problems were cited as (in no particular order):

traffic speed; the 30mph limit is often ignored

congestion; at certain times there can be traffic queues extending from the village centre almost
to The Myrke

surface-water pooling

over-development of some houses, unsympathetic extensions, and concern about how the
bungalows might be developed in the future

rubbish in the ditches, flowing into the barrel arch system and ultimately the Thames
disused telephone cabinets cluttering the streetscape

corner of Slough Road and Eton Road requiring tidying and maintenance

neglected hedges and verges requiring maintenance

pavements requiring maintenance

lack of parking space in small Victorian properties

parking, especially on the verges and around Whites Lane, and on the pavement
commercial activity at Whites Lane

Additional feedback from Drop-in Session 27 January 2019

The lovely cycle path in Slough Road is not very often used by cyclists. | enjoy walking down it to
avoid traffic.

Disconnected cycle route; Road is not appealing for pedestrians; hard to cross Slough Road at
peak times; poor connectivity to Slough (bus route). Likes: greenery. Improvements? Lower speed
limit and add speed bumps.

Effective traffic management ie speed humps should be considered for all Slough Road. A plan for
traffic relief due to Heathrow expansion needs considering

More speed humps towards Slough

Poor connectivity of cycle routes — doesn’t link to Slough.

Backfill of brownfield sites should be discouraged if regarded as overdevelopment

More effective road signage for small roundabout at Junction of Eton Road and Slough Road is
needed as this is an accident waiting to happen. [name and address added]

Parking on verge

Pavements need renovation

There are views of Windsor Castle (M4 Bridge Area)

The parking on pavement forces to walk onto road and wing mirrors stick out and | walk into
them.

And also Watford, Uxbridge with Windsor. [Added to Clipart ‘Slough Road B376 links Staines with
Slough and Datchet]
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