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1. Setting 
Mill Place takes its name from 
Datchet’s windmill which used 
to stand here. The name is 
given to two roads.  

 One is a narrow concrete 
lane leading to Mill Place 
Caravan site. This is known 
locally as Mill Place Lane 
and is flanked with fences, 
hedges, shrubs and trees. Along its length to the south, there are former gravel pits, now Windsor 
View (fishing) Lakes, and to the north, there are cottages, houses, a commercial area, and The Land 
at Mill Place.  

 Mill Place is also the name given to a semi-circular lane which runs through the industrial site 
previously known as Hill’s Yard, see map above right. (See also the Commercial Areas Character 
Assessment.) 

All three entrances/exits run off Horton Road, the B376, one of the key routes into and out of Datchet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mill Place Caravan Site lies close to the railway line but is 
separated from it by a wooded area. Its northern boundary 
adjoins the The Land at Mill Place and The Willowfields (leading to 
Datchet Recreation Ground). To the east and south-east, there are 
two fishing lakes and the Thames Water pumping station. Further 
south-east is Liquid Leisure Aqua Park (Sunnymeads Lake). The 
map and aerial view above also shows the Queen Mother 
Reservoir further to the east, and the curve of the Thames river to 
the south. Datchet Common Brook runs alongside Horton Road, 
and then alongside Welley Road and finally into the Thames.  
 

The caravan site opened in 1970 and came under RBWM control following council reorganisation and 
boundary changes in 1974.  
It provides gypsy and traveller accommodation with an official capacity of 16 residential pitches, all 
currently occupied with long-term tenants (March 2019). The site is managed by Radian Group. It is 
understood that there has been only one vacancy in the past five years. (Source: Arc4 report) 
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2. History and maps 
From www.datchethistory.org.uk by Janet Kennish:  
Before 1800, Datchet Common 

From medieval times, a large area to the east of Datchet was 
designated as Datchet Common. Until about 1800, the 
village’s farmland was divided into four great fields: West 
Field, Church Field, Marsh Field and Linch Field. The 1810 
Enclosure Map, left, shows the area marked out in numbered 
plots to record the new owners of 
what had been Datchet Common. It is 
no longer ‘common land’ in any legal 
sense and now just the name survives. 
The detail, right, shows the site of the 
windmill in a small oddly-shaped plot 
off Horton Road, which had probably 
been the site of the mill since medieval times. 

1868 Ordnance Survey map  
After the arrival of the railway c1850, Datchet’s population 
grew rapidly as London businessmen were able to commute 
to work while living in a still-rural village. Farmland began to 
be sold off for building new houses and laying out new roads 
near the railway station. Builders and those in the building 
trades prospered too, and bought plots on the old Common 
where land was cheaper. They built houses for themselves, as 
well as terraces of small cottages to rent to labourers. The 
1868 map shows Datchet Mill and the Old Workhouse. The 
large blue area is the site of the gravel pit.  
 
 

 

Datchet windmill 
The 1868 map shows Datchet Mill and Mill Place Cottages on 
what was once the access lane to the mill. The cottages, built 
by the retired miller, George Jacques, in about 1860, are 
seen on the left in this etching during the 1883 great flood. 
The tall chimney shows that the mill could be steam-driven 
although it still had its wind-sails. To the right of the mill, the 
miller’s large house can be seen, at least part of which is still 
surviving (The Shrubberies). 
 

Datchet gravel pits  
These photos from the Tarrant family archive, 
show some of the gravel pits in Datchet. Each 
village needed a gravel pit because parish 
authorities were responsible for keeping its 
local roads in repair. Windsor View Lakes and 
the Liquid Leisure site were former gravel pits. 
There was also a pit where Cobb Close now stands. 
  

http://www.datchethistory.org.uk/
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1899 Ordnance Survey map  
During the 1880s and 1890s, building in Datchet was 
booming. The community at Datchet Common (the south-
east of the village) boomed too, benefiting from a great 
demand for all the building trades, while still providing for 
the needs of labourers. It had its own pub, shops, a post 
office, blacksmiths and wheelwrights, and by its population 
peak, c1900, it was considered as a separate community. 
(It is believed that the windmill was destroyed by fire.) The 
map shows The Shrubberies/Mill House, in the bottom 
right corner. 
 

1932 Map of Datchet Common 
This map shows The Guards Polo Ground and Pavilion 
opposite the last two cottages on Horton Road. During 
WWII an anti-aircraft base occupied the site and barrack 
huts were built there. After the war those huts were used 
as housing, with 32 families listed at Polo Ground Camp in 
1950.  
 

 

 

 

 

1970s OS Map  
The 1970s map shows an outline of the Mill Place caravan 
site which was built c 1970 and RBWM assumed control 
in 1974 (following reorganisation, Datchet came under 
the control of Berkshire instead of Buckinghamshire 
County Council). On the east side of the map, the banking 
of the Queen Mother Reservoir can be seen. This opened 
in 1976.  
 
 
 

 

Parish Online map  
The current Parish Online 
map, far left, shows postal 
addresses 1-16 Mill Place. 
There are also some 
touring caravans on site 
and other semi-
permanent buildings.  
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3. Topography & Zones 
 The area is flat land which very gently undulates across the flood plain.  

 The caravan site at Mill Place is flat and lies approximately 17m above sea level. The lane heading 
towards the site has a very slight incline. 

 Mill Place Caravan Site lies in flood zones 2 and 3 (see below). 

 The area is mostly green belt (see below).  

 There is a designated Wildlife Heritage site/Local Wildlife Site here.  

 There has been some unauthorised development of the land in this area and Green Belt land has 
been converted to hard standing. At the time of the assessment, some development in the area is 
subject to planning enforcement. 

 The Reservoir and Datchet Common Brook lie to the east. The Thames lies to the south. 

 To the south-east, there are three lakes which were once gravel pits. (These are the two Windsor 
View fishing lakes and the ‘Liquid Leisure’ watersports lake, also known as Sunnymeads Lake.) 

 The site lies close to the railway line which links Windsor and London Waterloo.  

 Like the rest of Datchet, the area is under the Heathrow flight path and affected by aircraft noise. 
 

Green Belt 

Green Belt and Conservation Area map 
The Green Belt, (all green areas on map, left), surrounds 
Datchet and parts of the village are washed over by the Green 
Belt. The following areas are all in the Green Belt: Mill Place 
Caravan Site, The Land South of Mill Place Caravan Site, 
Willowfields, the Land at Mill Place, Hill’s Yard and the plot of 
land referred to as ‘Datchet Common’, Windsor View Lakes, 
the pumping station, the Queen Mother Reservoir, a number 
of houses on Horton Road, and Liquid Leisure. Datchet’s 
Conservation Area is outlined in dark red. 
 
Aerial images from Google, left, show how the Green Belt land 
and Local Wildlife Site in the area adjacent to Mill Place has 
been degraded and changed to hard standing.  
(Full details of LWS requested from Thames Valley 
Environmental Records Centre. 
 

 
 
 
 
Between the Caravan Site and 
the railway line, there is a plot 
known as ‘The Land South of 
Mill Place Caravan Site’. This is 
in the Green Belt. It has been 
changed to hardstanding.  
A business, Datchet Green 

Waste Recycling, operates here. Green waste has been piled up against the railway line, see aerial image, 
above left, and view from train line, above right. This land is subject to a planning enforcement order. 
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Flood zones – Horton Road (February 2019) 

The dark blue areas indicate Flood Zone 3 
(1 in 100 or greater chance of a river flood 
each year).  
The light blue areas are Flood Zone 2 (up 
to a 1 in 1000 chance of flooding 
happening each year).  
Datchet Common Brook skirts around the 
reservoir, along Horton Road, and is 
indicated in bright blue as a ‘main river’. 
 
Source: https://flood-map-for-
planning.service.gov.uk/ 
 

The Mill Place area lies in Flood Zones 2 and 3. Mill Place Caravan Site  was not flooded in 2014 by either 
river water or ground water. 
Datchet Common Brook (DCB) is designated a ‘main river’ by the Environment Agency. It is one of the 
chief causes of flooding in the Datchet Common area (ie south-east Datchet). (See Horton Road 
Character Assessment for more information.) 
 

4. Background 
The following information is understood but the DNP has not been able to verify this fully from other 
sources. 
 
Most of the gypsies living in the parish of Datchet are of English Romany gypsy origin, and prefer to be 
called gypsies rather than travellers. The families in Datchet are mostly related to one another. These 
original families settled here in the early 1920s. They were mainly labourers.  
They lived at Back Meadow*, an area behind Horton Road owned by the Sears family. From the early 
1950s until 1967, the Sears granted the families licences to occupy Back Meadow on a formal basis.  

 
(*The exact location and extent of Back Meadow is not clear. It is understood that it included land now 
known as ‘Datchet Common’, behind Horton Road, and is thought to have extended to the fields now 
occupied by Windsor View Lakes and the pumping station, possibly as far as Welley Road.) 
 
Circa 1954 the Council expressed an intention to build on Back Meadow. In 1968 Back Meadow was 
closed. Some gypsy families chose to move, temporarily, to Penn Road while the council created a new 
permanent site for their occupation. They did not want to leave the area as they had created links to the 
village, for example, at the school and cemetery.  

 
In fact, Back Meadow was not built on. A section later became Hill’s Yard, a builder’s merchant’s, and is 
now a commercial area. Instead Cobb Close was built, as part of the Buckinghamshire County Council 
1970 development plan.  
 
Around 1970, the Mill Place Caravan Site was opened and in 1974 it came under RBWM control following 
council reorganisation. In the 1980s, the site was enlarged. Since then the site has remained much as it is 
now. It is divided into 16 plots of varying sizes, including the warden’s office, all set around a communal 
grassy square. Each plot is the subject of a tenancy agreement between Radian and the family that lives 
on it. The occupying family pays rent for the plot but is responsible for purchasing and maintaining their 
own prefabricated home. RBWM is responsible for the outbuildings. 

https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/
https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/
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5. Land uses 
Residential 

 Mill Place Cottages stand close to the junction with Horton Road. They were built around 1860 in the 
access lane to the mill which no longer exists. The buildings face on to Mill Place (the road through 
the commercial area) with their rear entrances on Mill Place Lane (to the caravan site). Further down 
Mill Place, heading away from Horton Road, there are two houses, Mill House and Mill Cottage. 
These border Mill Place with access via Mill Place Lane. (For more detail, please see Horton Road 
Character Assessment.) 

 Mill Place Caravan Site lies at the western end of Mill Place, with a warden’s office at the entrance. 
 
Commercial 

 Some of the area around the Caravan Site is used for commercial purposes. Datchet Green Waste 
Recycling (Mill Place) has a separate entrance to the left of the site entrance. At times there is 
unofficial airport parking here. 

 A number of businesses operate in the former Hill’s Yard and ‘Datchet Common’ plot to the north of 
Mill Place. The lessor is TDS Commercial. (See the Commercial Areas Character Assessment.)  

 
Leisure  

 There is a small grassy leisure area in the centre of Mill Place Caravan Site for residents. 

 The Recreation Ground can be accessed via Willowfields/Land at Mill Place. It has play equipment for 
children of different ages, a Green Gym, tennis courts, a fenced area for basketball (not full size 
court) with five-a-side football goals, and two marked football pitches.  

 To the east are Windsor Lakes, two fishing lakes. Parking spaces, camping and caravanning sites were 
advertised here during the Royal Wedding 2018. The Windsor Lakes’ website indicates that their 
future plans for the grounds include a football pitch for the local community and a touring camping 
and caravan site. It is available to hire for large events, weddings and shows.  

 The Liquid Leisure aqua park at Sunnymeads Lake is a short distance away, it also has a coffee shop, 
bar and restaurant, and ‘beach’ and there are events here from time to time, such as a firework 
display. Camping is advertised too. (Sunnymeads Lake is owned by Step-Property Ltd.) 

 The Queen Mother Reservoir is popular for sailing and bird-watching. Datchet Water Sailing Club 
operates here but its entrance is beyond the Parish boundary. The Colne Valley Regional Park 
encompasses the reservoir. 

 
Community 

 The Parish Council offices and village hall are located at Allen Way. There is a health centre in Green 
Lane. This is about 1.5kms via Horton Road. (There is a quicker walking route from Mill Place Caravan 
Site across the Willowfields and Recreation Ground although this is sometimes wet and muddy.) 
 

Public services 

 There is a Water Pumping Station (river to reservoir) operated by Thames Water between the two 
Windsor View fishing lakes.  

 The Queen Mother Reservoir, a public water supply reservoir, is one of the largest inland areas of 
water in Southern England. It is managed by Thames Water, with water pumped from the Thames.  

 
Retail/banking 

 On Horton Road there is a Tesco Express, two fish and chip shops, and a Turkish restaurant. (Tesco is 
about 1km away, about 13 minutes’ walk from the Caravan Site.) There is a free 24-hour ATM at 
Tesco Express. Additional retail outlets are available in the village centre. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_water_supply
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reservoir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thames_Water
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Cemetery 

 The nearest cemetery is on Ditton Road, 1.3kms away. There are a number of gypsy graves 
concentrated in the south-east corner of the cemetery. 

 

6. Layout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mill Place Caravan Site is roughly square and contains 16 official plots, set around a central green. 
The plots are of different sizes. Each has a small frontage used for parking. The boundaries are a mix of 
brick walls or wooden fencing. The Parish Online map, above left, shows fewer buildings than the Google 
Maps aerial view, above right. 

 
The terraced cottages and houses on 
Mill Place Lane lie between the road 
to the caravan site and the road 
through the commercial site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Buildings  
Mill Place Caravan Site: The mobile homes are of different sizes and configurations positioned on a hard-
standing of concrete. All the domestic buildings are detached, single storey, and prefabricated. 
Occupants can choose how they orientate their mobile homes. Some choose to have their front door 
facing the green, others have it sideways on. They are raised off the ground on metal stands. In some 
instances, this is disguised by courses of bricks which make the ‘buildings’ look more permanent. This 
also prevents animals getting under the homes or rubbish accumulating. Frontages are block paving, 
shingle or grass. 
There are permanent brick-built bathroom/utility buildings in between the mobile homes. (RBWM is 
responsible for these outbuildings.)  
The mobile homes are connected to mains drainage, via a pumping unit. They have running water, a 
mains electricity supply, and there are phone lines so residents can have a landline if they choose. There 
is no mains gas supply so residents use bottled gas, if required.  
On the day of the assessment, everything appeared very neat and tidy.  Photographs were not taken. 
(The terraced cottages at the entrance to Mill Place, Mill House and Mill Cottage are covered in the 
Horton Road Character Assessment.) 
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8. Streetscape 
The caravan site is clean, litter free and well kept. There is a sense of seclusion on the Caravan Site as it is 
not overlooked. 
Street lighting: There is no street lighting along the lane to the caravan site.  
At each corner of the metal-fenced, grassy play area, in the centre of the Mill Place Caravan Site, there 
are lamp posts.  
Street furniture: At the corners of the central play area, there are fire stations which consists of two fire 
extinguishers and a hand-turned fire bell. There are no public benches, public waste bins or other street 
furniture or play equipment. 
Signage: Mill Place is close to the entrance to 
the village from Horton Road, where the 
speed limit changes from 40mph to 30mph. 
There are signs marking the entrance to the 
village, right, but the entrance to Mill Place is 
poorly signposted. 
 
 
 
The images, right, show the sign indicating the Caravan Site 
(“Mill Place Caravan’s Number 1-16”) next to the railings of 
Windsor View Lakes. This can only be seen when heading out of 
the village towards Horton. There is no standard signage 
indicating Mill Place as in other roads in the village. 
 
There is no signage on the site itself except for a sign on the site 
warden’s office, and a communal notice board opposite the 
warden’s pitch. 
 
A sign close to the entrance to the Caravan Site advertises 
Datchet Green Waste Recycling. 
 
 
 
 
 
Boundary treatments: The properties which line Mill Place are mainly fenced.  
The boundary of the Caravan Site is also fenced in wood, some of it is in poor condition and of different 
types.  
On the Caravan Site, each family assumes responsibility for the maintenance of the wall/fence separating 
its plot. In some cases, rear boundaries appear to have been extended onto The Land at Mill Place.  
 
Street-surfacing material 
The lane leading from Horton Road to the caravan site is concrete. The road around the site, around the 
perimeter of the grassy area, is of good-quality concrete.  
There is a border between the play area and the road, which is a 3m-wide, shingle-covered French drain. 
There is also an unsurfaced road which leads around the back (east and south sides) of the site.  
Solar panels: None were noticed. 
Electric car points: None were noticed. 
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9. Road use (non-motorised) 
The main entry to the site is via Mill Place Lane. There is no 
separate footpath. The assessors were told that the families living 
along the road and at the Caravan Site have a right of way over 
this road which belongs to the owner of Liquid Leisure (Step 
Property). It is poorly maintained. Along its length, there is 
unkempt greenery on the northern side which contrasts to the 
well-kept grass of Windsor Lakes to the south. At the time of the 
visit, there was a fly-tipping problem approximately half-way 
down the lane. 
There is an access route about half-way up Mill Place into the 
Datchet Common plot. 

 

Shortcuts and footpaths:  

 There is an unofficial path over the Land at Mill Place to Willowfields and the Recreation Ground. This 
can be used to get to and from, inter alia, St Mary’s Primary Academy, the Health Centre, and the 
village centre when it is not too muddy. 

 There is a public footpath to Sunnymeads from Horton Road, accessed near the Pumping Station.  
 
Key pedestrian routes  
Approximate distances and timings to walk from Mill Place, via Horton Road (ie not over the Recreation 
Ground), to:  

 St Mary’s primary academy, 22 minutes, 1.8km 

 Churchmead secondary school, 27 minutes, 1.2km 

 Datchet Health Centre, 20 minutes, 1.6km 

 Recreation Ground and play area, 15 minutes, 1.3km 

 Datchet riverside, 27 minutes, 2.2km 

 Datchet train station, 24 minutes, 2kms 

 Thames Valley Athletics Centre, 50 minutes, 4.1km 

 Liquid Leisure, 11 minutes, 900m 

 Village centre shops and pubs, 22 minutes, 1.8km 

 Tesco Express, Horton Road, 13 minutes, 1.1km 

 Horton Road fish and chip shops and restaurant, 12 minutes, 1km 

 Post office in Wraysbury, 44 minutes, 3.6km  

 Windsor & Eton Riverside train station, 51 minutes, 4.2km 

 Slough bus station and train station, 68 minutes, 5.5km 

 Tesco or Sainsbury superstore (Slough) 66 minutes, 5.4km 
 

Access to public transport 
Datchet railway station is in the village centre. It is on the London Waterloo to Windsor & Eton Riverside 
line. A limited bus service runs along Horton Road. 
 
Cyclepaths and routes 
Like many thoroughfares in Datchet, Horton Road is busy and often choked by parked cars which can 
make it a difficult and unpleasant route for cyclists. There is a shared cycle path/footpath, running 
alongside the Recreation Ground (along the length of the Sabatini Land) and The Cut, into the village 
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centre. This cycle path is a route to St Mary’s Primary Academy. There is bicycle parking at the railway 
station but there are no bicycle stores at Horton Road car park nor bicycle parking at Tesco. 
 

10. Traffic and parking 
 Within the Caravan Site, cars park either on their plots or on the road in front. This is wide enough for 

single parking and to allow cars to pass.  

 Mill Place Lane and the entrance and exit to Mill Place Commercial area all exit onto Horton Road, a 
main route from the village centre to Datchet Common (south-east section of the village), Horton, 
Colnbrook, Poyle, the M25 and Heathrow, and to Wraysbury and Staines. Horton Road is also the 
chief traffic outlet for the housing estates at Holmlea Road and Cobb Close, New Road, Penn Road, 
and the Ditton Road area. It is an alternative route when the M25 is blocked. 

 A high volume of traffic uses Horton Road and queues into the village centre can be very long during 
the rush hour, especially if roadworks are taking place.  

 Car storage (airport parking) in recent months has increased the number of vehicles entering and 
exiting Mill Place.  

 It can be very difficult for pedestrians to cross Horton Road due to either the volume or speed of 
traffic. The speed limit from the village centre is 30mph, rising to 40mph after the junction of Horton 
Road and Mill Place. In the Horton Road Character Assessment, residents complained that cars ‘put 
their foot down’ as soon as they pass the Turkish restaurant on the way out of the village. 

 There are/were cars left for long periods, or abandoned, on the pavement by the reservoir between 
Mill Place and Liquid Leisure. Recently some of these were vandalised and their windows smashed. 

 

11. Green and natural features 
Below: The Recreation Ground was opened by Princess Margaret in 1951. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to ‘The Rec’, there are two other pieces of 
land nearby which are open for public use, the Land at 
Mill Place and Willowfields, seen at the top of the aerial 
image, left. Both are left in a natural, unkempt state 
although routes have been cut through for dog walkers. 
There is a lot of rubbish here.  
 
 
 
 

Local Wildlife Sites 
‘Datchet Common’, The Land at Mill Place, and The Land South of Mill Place Caravan Site all lie in a 
Wildlife Heritage site (now known as a Local Wildlife Site). The change of use of this area has eradicated 
this wildlife habitat in what was a healthy and sustainable environment. (Source: RBWM 2016, 
enforcement report.)  
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The more open land is of rough grass and shrub, some of which is occupied by officially unplanned 
mounds of tree stumps and green waste (see Green Belt section above), as well as some areas of general 
tipping, and land which has been cleared. In the 1950s, some areas here were used for gravel extraction 
and later for landfill. It is sometimes said that the land was filled with toxic waste, making it unfit for 
development. The evidence for this is not entirely clear as there have been conflicting accounts in the 
public domain. 
 
Directly to the west of the Caravan Site, between the site and the railway, 
there is a wooded area which is fenced off, right. 
 
 
 
 

12.  Views 
 From the Recreation Ground there are views of Windsor Castle and the distinctive church steeple 

can be seen above the treetops. 

 There is potential to improve the views at the eastern entrance of the village, on the rural 
approach from Horton. 

 

13.  Spaces (public) 
In the very centre of the Caravan Site, there is a fenced-off green area which is used by the residents of 
the Caravan Site, especially during the summer. It does not have any play equipment or benches.  
Recreation Ground 6.3 ha, flood plain. (This flooded last in 2014.) This is a main public leisure space, laid 
to grass, bordered by trees along the railway line, and trees and raised beds along Green Lane. There are 
separate play areas with equipment for younger and older children, football pitches, tennis courts, 
basketball court, and a green gym. This area is covered by CCTV. 
Willowfields 1.5 ha, and The Land at Mill Place 4.3ha, lie between the railway line and the ‘Datchet 
Common’ plot (see aerial view, right).They 
are left in a natural state, although dog-
walking routes have been cut.  
Willowfields is owned by Datchet Parish 
Council and has potential to become a 
pleasant Nature Walk area again.  
The Land at Mill Place is leased by Datchet 
Parish Council from the Royal Borough of 
Windsor and Maidenhead. The lease 
requires the land to be kept as a rough wildlife area with access for dog walkers. Similar to Cobb Close, 
the land was formerly the site of parish gravel pits which were filled and covered with top soil. Where 
the top soil has worn away, various types of rubbish are visible and create trip hazards including old tyres 
and chunks of steel. This limits its potential use. An unofficial entrance to this land from Mill Place has 
been created. Some rear boundaries at the Caravan Site appear to have been extended into this land. 
 

14.  Landmarks 
Landmarks in the area include: 

 The Recreation Ground, a huge green space for the village with sports and play facilities 

 Horton Road Pumping Station, with its distinctive and unusual multi-sided building 

 The Reservoir, between Horton Road and Majors Farm Road. The reservoir is in the Colne Valley 
Regional Park but public access is limited. There are no views of the water. (There were proposals, 
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since dropped, to have an archery club on the triangular field beside the raised grassy banks of the 
reservoir.) 

 Swan Support has a centre in the grounds of the reservoir. It has been there since June 2015. 

 Some local buildings are used as local landmarks or for navigation. These include The Gospel Chapel 
(although this site is for sale and the future of this building and site is uncertain), Tesco, Liquid 
Leisure. 
 

15.  Summary of key defining characteristics/other observations 
 There is potential for the approach to the village to be enhanced. 

 Mill Place, the entrance road to Mill Place Caravan Site, needs attention. 

 Lighting along Mill Place might benefit residents although this could impact on the local wildlife site. 

 The nearby Recreation Ground and the very large trees on its periphery create a pleasing sense of 
space.  

 The Health Centre and Council Offices are located on the edge of the Rec, the parish’s largest piece of 
land.  

 The Rec is a large space which also has the effect of separating west from east, but the two areas are 
linked by Horton Road. Some residents perceive a ‘them and us’ attitude in the village between 
Datchet (village centre) and Datchet Common (East Datchet). 

 Historically, Datchet Common had several shops, a post office and two pubs. Today Tesco Express is 
the only retail outlet in this part of the village, and there are takeaway fish and chip shops and a 
Turkish restaurant (in the building which was once the Rising Sun Pub). There are no casual meeting 
places here, such as cafes or pubs, as in the village centre. The village currently has no post office, an 
issue which is often raised by residents. 

 Horton Road is very busy with traffic which is stationary in the mornings and early evenings when the 
village centre is a bottleneck. At other times, speeding is an issue. The speed limit drops to 30mph at 
the entrance to the village near Mill Place but this is frequently ignored. 

 Parking is often an issue on the grass verges on Horton Road, bordering the Reservoir, near the 
entrance to Mill Place. Sometimes cars appear to be abandoned here. 

 Activities in the industrial/commercial areas behind Horton Road (Hill’s Yard, ‘Datchet Common’ plot, 
The Land South of Mill Place Caravan Site, etc) are a source of friction with residents. There are 
complaints about smoke from fires, 24-hour security lights, noise and vehicle movements.  

 Residents have expressed concern about unchecked development in the Green Belt. 

 There is potential to improve the grass verges and greenery lining the roads in this area. 

 There is an opportunity to consider how Willowfields and the Land at Mill Place might be improved 
for public benefit and use, perhaps to create a nature reserve or wildlife walk. 

 

 


