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5. Streetscape 
Street furniture 

 There are benches on the Village Greens, along The Cut, and at the public 
riverside from which to enjoy the view or to relax. The benches and waste bins 
in the Conservation Area are gradually being upgraded by Datchet Parish 
Council. There are also picnic tables at the riverside, right. The benches and 
tables here are used regularly.  

 The Greens and the public riverside gardens are bordered by white posts and 
chains. (DPC currently has plans to upgrade the posts and edging around the 
Greens, to match the newer posts at the riverside.) A grass verge near the 
riverside, at the junction with Queens Road, also has posts and chains along 
the roadside.  

 There are additional white posts and ropes around the lawned area of the 
riverside, close to the water’s edge, to deter Canada Geese.  

 There is a drinking water fountain at the riverside, above right.  

 On the Greens, there are a number of monuments, (see 
http://datchethistory.org.uk/streetshouses/village-greens/victorian-
monuments-on-the-green/). These include a drinking fountain 1866; horse 
trough c1867, brought in from Windsor Road and filled with flowers; Jubilee 
oak tree 1887 and Jubilee Cross 1897, to mark Queen Victoria’s Golden and 
Diamond Jubilees; War Memorial, 1920; and an oak tree and bench to mark 
Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond (60th) jubilee.  

 There is a phone box on Memorial Green, above right, reportedly the most-
used one in Datchet. It is, aesthetically, an eyesore and often out of order.  

 There is a traditional pub sign and flagpost on Memorial Green  

 There is a Parish notice board, on Gossip Green, outside the school, right.  

 There is a post box outside Isabel Gill’s home shop which was formerly the 
post office before it moved to Datchet Food and Wine. (Datchet currently has 
no post office.) There is another post box in The Avenue, right. 

 There are flower tubs by the Library, by the Parish notice board, by Isabel Gill’s 
shop, at the top of the High Street, and by Hardware House. The flower tub by 
the railway crossing at May’s Green was removed a few years ago.  

 There are flower beds around the Memorial, and on North Green (both sides of 
Priory Way). There are hanging baskets around the village in summer, and 
sometimes in winter, too. A resident commented that these gave the village a 
‘cared for and pleasing appearance’.  

 At Christmas, the trees and lamp posts around the Greens are decorated with 
Christmas lights and there is a Christmas Tree on Memorial Green. 

 There is a milestone which was recently damaged outside Church Cottage. 

 There are small signs around the village, explaining the significance of certain sites, by the Jubilee 
Oak, at the site of the former bridge by the Riverside, and at The Bridge café. Residents raised the 
possibility of providing more information about historic buildings. 
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Business signage 

 A variety of styles and colours are 
used in the shop signage around 
the Village Greens and the High 
Street. A number of residents 
commented on this during the 
Character Assessment.  

 It was noted that many shops 
used restrained colours which 
blended with their setting but 
other signage appeared garish or 
clashing, which, some residents 
felt, detracted from the general 
ambiance of the Conservation 
Area. It was generally thought 
that shop frontages should try to 
blend with their surroundings to 
‘keep the village centre special’. 

 Residents commented that some 
shops appear take great care 
with branding and presentation, 
with attractive window displays 
to entice customers, while other 
shops seem to use their window 
space for extra storage, or cover 
windows with signs and stickers.  

 Some premises had a plethora of 
different signs while others had 
just one or two.  

 A number of shops also have  
high-level signs projecting from  
the walls, to advertise products  
or the shop itself. In places, 
advertising signage is attached to 
walls. Some redundant fixtures 
have been left in place leaving an  
untidy appearance. 
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 A-frame advertising boards are 
often used. Some are propped 
against the shop wall, others 
are put on the footpath or on 
the village green. One shop has 
a sales cart on the footpath.  

 Some shops have neon signs in 
their windows.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
’ 
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Railway line 
The area around the railway line is untidy, with mesh fencing, broken walls, litter, overgrown shrubbery, 
untidy rear views of buildings, etc. There are also advertising hoardings attached to the railway fencing 
by the level crossings. A resident remembered there used to be a flower tub by Mays Cottages at the top 

of Queens Road. This was removed 
when the timber started to rot and 
was not replaced. Residents on the 
Character Assessment walks 
thought that this detracted from 
the ambiance of the Conservation 
Area. 
 

 
 
Dustbins 
Many houses have high walls, fences, or walls and hedges, and store bins out of sight. Some houses use 
planting or have discreet stores to hide bins. However, a number of properties in the Conservation Area 
store dustbins on the 
street or on their frontage. 
A number have dustbin 
storage areas but don’t 
use them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drainage channels/watercourses – see special report by Ewan Larcombe 

 A stream, shown in the 1810 map, flows from the direction of Slough Road, through the centre of the 
village to join Linchfield Brook on what is now the Recreation Ground. The stream was culverted 
c1840 and the village ponds were turned into the village greens. Known as the ‘barrel arch’ system, 
this underground channel is also used for surface-water drainage. It silts up frequently and the 
brickwork is decaying and collapsing in places, requiring repair. The line of the barrel arch can be 
followed across the greens by the large round manhole covers which give access to it. For more 
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information, see http://datchethistory.org.uk/streetshouses/village-greens/the-stream-underneath-
the-greens/ 

 Southlea and Windsor Roads border the Thames. The river gardens are frequently subject to flooding 
but the road is banked and protects the houses. During the 2014 floods, a ‘wall’ of sandbags added 
extra protection.  

 Gardens and cellars in the Conservation Area can be subject to ground water flooding. 

 When it is raining heavily, the storm drains are unable to cope leaving deep puddles of water at many 
sites, but especially by the roundabout at the top of the High Street.  

 
Boundary treatments  

 Around the Greens, most of the shops open directly onto the pavement. Costa has tables and chairs 
on its frontage, and creates a boundary with upright metal poles and advertising banners. The MG 
garage at Mays Crossing, which borders the Conservation Area, has an uneven bitumen frontage.  
The residential properties with small frontages/gardens tend, in the main, to have retained their 
boundaries, and some have made a special feature of their gardens. There are some old, low, 
decorative walls (see Walls section).  

 Around the rest of the Conservation Area, generally most residential properties have kept their 
boundaries unless they have restricted parking space. The noticeable exceptions were the more 
modern developments at Queensmead and Hall Court. The houses at Queensmead have open 
frontages, a few retain small patches of lawn, but most are now fully paved for parking. The 
maisonettes at Hall Court have open frontages laid to lawn. 

 On the eastern side of Priory Way, most properties have walled frontages. One older property opens 
directly onto the road. 

 The houses in Priory Place all have boundaries, either brick with railings, hedge, or stone. 

 On London Road, a number of the properties open directly onto the pavement. Others have very 
small frontages, some retain boundary walls/fences while have been opened up to provide hard-
standing for vehicles. There is a 3m tall, brick wall, (the former boundary of Datchet House, and now 
the rear boundary of houses in Deep Field) which is Listed but poorly maintained. This is next to a 
very narrow, sloping pavement. There is also a bollard to prevent use of this pavement. (This is 
relevant for access to the proposed development site in the emerging Borough Local Plan at HA42.)  

 On Horton Road, most of the properties in the Conservation Area have very small frontages with low 
walls or fences at the boundary, and most also have some sort of greenery, too, such as hedging. The 
property with no frontage has added greenery and colour with a wisteria. 

 On the High Street, on the south-east side, several front gardens now include hard-standing or gravel 
for parking. Some boundaries have been removed or partially removed, while others retain their low 
brick walls, railings and fences. The balcony/veranda of the Post House abuts the pavement. On the 
north-west side, both Goodwyn House and Thames Cottage have very small frontages and low brick 
walls to the front with gates opening onto the road (there is no footpath at this point). There is a 
small paved frontage and low wall to the front of Hall House, next to a narrow sliver of pavement. 
There are also some tall boundary walls on this side of the road, along the garden border of Hall 
House, next to Goodwyn House, and along the 
borders of the modern Koala House (near the 
railway) and at Datchet Lodge (by the riverside).  

 In Montagu Road, right, boundary treatments 
of the small front gardens include low walls and 
fences although some have been removed 
entirely to provide access for parking cars. This 
is particularly apparent where there is no space 
at the side of the house for a drive or garage. 

http://datchethistory.org.uk/streetshouses/village-greens/the-stream-underneath-the-greens/
http://datchethistory.org.uk/streetshouses/village-greens/the-stream-underneath-the-greens/
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 The houses along The Avenue have retained their boundaries. These 
are usually low walls or fences, and some walls and fences. Most 
front gardens also have trees, hedges and shrubs which give the road 
a very leafy feel.  

 The Windsor Road entrance to Queens Road, right, is characterised 
by tall boundary walls and fences, giving no clue to the ‘surprise’ of 
the Village Greens beyond. These walls are softened in part by trees 
and overhanging greenery from gardens. Four properties have low 
boundary walls and two have removed their boundaries to create 
parking space.  

 Two of the properties in the Queens Road Spur have open frontages, 
one has a low wall with fence above. 

 In Buccleuch Road, most properties have retained a boundary, in the 
form of a wall, hedge, railings or fence. These vary in height so some 
properties feel more open than others. Some frontages have been 
converted to hard standing or gravel for vehicles. A few boundary 
walls have been partially removed for vehicular access. There are 
quite a few trees at the boundaries of properties here, as well as a 
few front gardens, or garden beds at the boundaries which, together 
with the golf course at the end of the road, create a leafy feel.  

 On Windsor Road and Southlea Road, the houses generally have tall 
walls or fences, or walls topped with fences, often with mature 
trees and shrubs, at their boundary with the pavement. In 
addition, there are some tall brick gateposts and ornate metal 
gates and some shingle drives. (See Datchet House, above 
right.) The exceptions include Riverside House and Cottage 
which open almost directly onto the pavement. The Bridge 
House, on the corner of the High Street, has a small frontage 
and low white picket fence bordering the corner. 
 

 At the riverside, right, the private gardens are bounded by 
mature hedges with access through wooden gates, which block 
the view of the river.  
 

 The boatyard, below, is laid to concrete and surrounded by a 
wooden fence. There are glimpses of the river between the 
sheds, boats and a wood-clad, single-storey, commercial 
property.  

 

 The public Riverside, below right, is bordered by a neat edging 
and white posts with chains.   
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Walls 
Datchet’s Conservation Area Statement notes that: 8.1 ‘walls and boundary hedges are an important 
street feature’. There are a number of ‘feature’ walls in the Conservation Area, some of which are 
deteriorating, most likely due to traffic pollution.  
Examples include 

 London Road: Listed Datchet House Wall, below  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Old Orchard Wall and Churchyard wall, below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Village Greens: Hall Cottage and the Manor Houses have decorative, open-patterned brick walls.  
Hall Court’s boundary, possibly an original wall of The Hall, is beginning to crumble. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 High Street: wall of Hall House, and wall next to Goodwyn House 
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 Queens Road – below from left to right, wall of Willows (corner of Windsor Road), wall of Riverside 
(ditto), wall at railway cottage knocked down by a car and not replaced.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Queensmead, old boundary wall? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Windsor Road, walls of Datchet  
            Lodge/Queen Anne House . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bollards 
The Village Greens and the public riverside are 
bordered by white posts and chains. These are 
only used in the Conservation Area and are very 
distinctive. DPC has a refurbishment programme in 
place to renew the posts and chains around the 
Greens. There are also other bollards of varying 
shapes and sizes around the greens.  
 
 
RIght: Posts by the library 
and school are in different 
materials and colours. 
There are three different 
types and sizes of black 
and white posts in front of 
the Manor Houses. 
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Above: Junction of Queens Road, white posts around the   
verge on one corner, and black bollards on opposite corner. 
Below: posts and ropes by the river to deter geese and   
white posts and chains by the road 

Above, by London Road 
Wall. Above right, 
centre and below, 

bollards around Manor 
House Lane entrance 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Street signage/roadsigns 
Examples of road signage around the greens and at the riverside. There is quite an agglomeration of 
signs at the top of the High Street. (At the time of photographing, there were also roadworks.) 
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Left: Signposts at the 
riverside. At the junction 
of High Street and 
Windsor Road, and 
Queens Road and Windsor 
Road. 
 
 
 

 
Left,There is a zebra crossing with Belisha beacons between 
The Bridge and the Village Greens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lighting and lamp posts 
Lighting is the modern design LED type footpath and highway 
lighting. The style and height of the lamp posts varies. 
 
Solar panels/electric car points 
None was noticed during our character assessment walks although 
some can be seen on Google aerial views. 
 
Road surfaces 
Road surfaces and footpaths are bitumen. They are dug up 
frequently and are patched in many places. Some roads are not 
adopted, eg Queens Road ‘spur’ right.  
 
Private or unadopted roads 
A number of roads in the Conservation Area are private and  
unadopted, Eg Queensmead, Priory Place, lane by church. 
 
Road markings 
There are double yellow lines at key junctions and around parts of 
The Green. A lot of the white road markings are worn.   
See separate study on Road Markings. 
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Verges 

 There are roadside verges along The Avenue, right, some 
planted with trees, which are generally respected.  

 There are also small verges with one or two trees towards 
the edge of the Conservation Area in Montagu Road. 
These are somewhat damaged by parking. 

 There are also verges on the corner of Queens Road and 
the Riverside (bordered by white posts and chains); at 
Queensmead and at Hall Court (adjacent to Hall Cottage). 
Verges at Queensmead and Hall Court are maintained by 
residents. Both are separated from the road by pavements.  

 These are in addition to the Village Greens and the lawned areas of the public Riverside gardens.  

 Residents on the Character Assessment walks agreed that these patches of greenery were an 
important part of Datchet's distinctive character, adding a rural village feel to an urban environment.  

 
Chimneys 
Chimneys are an important feature of Datchet’s skyline. There are some fine examples of red brick 
chimneys, for example on Swan Court and Datchet Lodge, and many other properties. Most of the 
chimneys seem to have been retained although one or two have been removed. The newer properties 
next to the Library have been built with chimneys.  
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5. Road use (non-motorised) 
Pedestrians 

 Pavements are generally patched bitumen with granite edgings. Kerbs are dropped at some 
crossing points and raised at bus stops. Kerbstones are sometimes uneven or damaged, 
particularly at corners. (There are a number of busy junctions where, if traffic coming in the 
opposite direction, it is impossible to turn into the road without driving over the kerb.) There are 
cobbles on the access road adjacent to Costa. 

 The level of traffic, especially at peak hours, causes 
difficulty for pedestrians, especially those who need 
more time to cross the roads because they are less 
mobile or are crossing with children/prams. Access to 
the railway station can be very difficult at peak hours. 

 Around the Village Greens, the pavements are 
generally an adequate width. There is a small, central, 
pedestrian ‘island’ near the roundabout on the High 
Street, right, which allows the busy High Street to be 
crossed in two sections. There are footpaths across 
Jubilee Green linking with this and another crossing 
point for the pharmacy. There is a similar, small pedestrian ‘island’ at the roundabout on London 
Road.  

 There is a zebra crossing between Memorial Green and The Bridge. When the level crossings are 
closed, some vehicles overtake the queuing stationery traffic and drive over this crossing on the 
wrong side of the road. This makes it particularly dangerous for pedestrians. (At the time of 
writing, investigations were being made by Datchet Parish Council, about alternative types of 
crossing which might be installed here.) There is a footpath across Memorial Green linking this 
zebra crossing with the shops around the WI Hall and the Library. 

 Pavements on the High Street and Queens Road 
are very narrow in places. There is a section of 
the High Street which has no pavement on one 
side, right.  
On the High Street and Queens Road, which is 
used by lorries, coaches, local buses and the 
double-decker tourist buses, traffic often 
mounts the pavement to allow wider vehicles to 
pass, making it hazardous for pedestrians who, 
on occasion, have been hit by wing-mirrors. 
When it’s raining, they are also regularly sprayed 
by water as vehicles drive through puddles.  

 At the railway crossing on Queens Road, right, 
the footpath access over the crossing is very 
narrow and sloping on the north-west side, 
(right of image). Vehicles often stray into the 
marked pedestrian areas on the crossings. 
Vehicles parked on the car salesroom forecourt 
by May’s Green, sometimes block the pavement.  

 Buccleuch Road has an adequate footpath on one side and no footpath on the other. Since 
residents’ parking was introduced, this pavement is usually accessible and not blocked by cars 
parked across it. 

 



 
Character Area: Conservation Area part II   
 

49 
 

 On London Road, the pavement disappears by the 
church, right. It is very narrow and sloping alongside 
Datchet House Wall, and very narrow around Church 
Cottage.  

 On Horton Road, there is a wide, shared 
footpath/cycle path along The Cut. The footpath on 
the opposite side is also a good width. The road 
narrows slightly and the kerb is dropped to facilitate 
crossing near the roundabout, below right.   

 On Southlea Road there is a continuous pavement only 
on the built-up side which is narrow in places. On the 
river side of the road, the footpath disappears at the 
boundary of Kris Cruisers. The pavements are made 
narrower when the hedges are overgrown.  

 A number of residents regularly walk into Windsor 
along Windsor Road. There is a pavement only on the 
built-up side. In the Conservation Area this is an 
adequate width but it narrows and is uneven and overgrown towards Victoria Bridge, where 
pedestrians are obliged to walk in single file. Sections are not well lit, with vegetation blocking 
the light, making it particularly dangerous at night. 

 On the boundary of the Conservation Area, the entrance/exit of the Thames Path (opposite the 
Golf Course) is concealed. Crossing the road at this point can be difficult. (This is close to the 
40mph section of Windsor Road and not all traffic slows to 30mph on entering the village.) The 
Thames Path along the river offers an alternative pedestrian route to Victoria Bridge but it can be 
very muddy in parts following wet weather, and there are steep unlit steps to rejoin Windsor 
Road. This means it not practical for some users. There is also a route to Victoria Bridge via the 
golf course which rejoins the pavement at the narrow section before the bridge, via a slope (an 
unofficial route) or steep, uneven steps across a ditch. 

 The Avenue has a wide footpath on both sides of the road. It is a tree-lined road, with small grass 
verges which are largely respected. Parked cars in the designated parking areas make the road 
narrow. Drivers speed along it, using it as a ‘rat-run’ 
between Southlea Road and the High Street which 
also makes it dangerous for cyclists. 

 Montagu Road, similarly, has pavements of adequate 
width, with some narrow verges towards the edge of 
the Conservation Area.  

 Access to the Riverside, right, from the High Street is 
a ‘chicken run’ as pedestrians first have to brave 
traffic coming from three directions at the High Street 
junction and then the Windsor Road traffic. There is a 
marked pedestrian crossing point on Windsor Road 
but views of oncoming traffic are obstructed by 
parked cars so it is not very safe.  

 There is a shared footpath/cycle path between the 
garage on Slough Road and Priory Way, right. 
Residents have seen footpath/cycle path, and the 
access road to North Green, used by vehicles jumping 
the queue when traffic is at a standstill due to the closure of the level crossings.  
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Public footpaths 
The Thames Path runs along the river through Datchet; 
from Victoria Bridge, joining Windsor Road near the 
Riverside Gardens, and from the fields on Southlea Road 
to Albert Bridge. Outside the Conservation Area, there 
are also signed footpaths along the golf course, leading 
to Victoria Bridge, or to Black Potts Bridge on the Jubilee 
River, (close to the Thames Valley Athletics Centre).  
 
Key pedestrian routes  
There are a number of shops, cafes and a pub around the Greens and on the High Street. The following 
distances have been measured from The Manor Hotel. 

 St Mary’s Academy, primary school, 2 minutes, 200 metres 

 Churchmead secondary school, 4 minutes, 300 metres, 

 Datchet Health Centre, 5 minutes, 450 metres 

 Datchet pharmacy, 1 minutes, 58 metres 

 Recreation ground and play areas, 6 minutes, 500 metres 

 Datchet riverside, 3 minutes, 250 metres 

 Datchet train station, 1 minute, 110 metres 

 Tesco Express, Horton Road, 10 minutes, 800m 

 Horton Road fish and chip shops and restaurant, 11 minutes, 900m 

 Post office in Wraysbury, 56 minutes, 4.6km  

 Post office in Eton, 36 minutes, 3km 

 St Augustine’s Catholic Church, 14 minutes, 1.1km 

 Home Park, 19 minutes, 1.6km 

 Eton Bridge, 30 minutes, 2.5km 

 Windsor & Eton Riverside train station, 29 minutes, 2.4km 

 Slough bus station and train station, 46 minutes, 3.8km 

 Tesco or Sainsbury superstore (Slough) 42 minutes, 3.4km 

 Thames Valley Athletics Centre, 28 minutes, 2.3km 

 Liquid Leisure, 23 minutes, 1.9km 
Access to public transport  
The closest railway station is Datchet in the village centre. It is one stop from Windsor on the London 
Waterloo to Windsor & Eton Riverside line. Journey time Datchet to Waterloo is approx. 50 minutes. 
There are interchanges with other lines along this route, for example, at Staines and Clapham Junction. 
The service, operated by South Western Railway, is currently half-hourly, ie two trains per hour in each 
direction. Plans to increase the service to four trains an 
hour have been postponed.  
 
There are three bus stops in the village centre, at Gossip 
Green, near the Pharmacy, and near Costa.  
 
The bus service is provided by Courtney Buses. The  
No. 10 runs through the Conservation Area on its route 
between Heathrow and Bracknell via Windsor. See 
route map through Datchet, right. There are long gaps 
between services, eg 6.45, 10.05, 11.47, 13.35, 17.56, 
19.20, 21.20, 23.20. There used to be a bus service to Slough to connect with rail services to London 
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Paddington, Reading, etc, and the Elizabeth Line (Crossrail) when it opens, and other bus services to 
Wexham Park hospital, etc. (At the time of writing, there were plans to reintroduce this bus service to 
Slough.) 
A school bus, the number 11, runs between Slough and Datchet, for 
children attending Churchmead School. This does a return journey twice a 
day and can be used by the public.  
There is a Park and Ride bus, the P1 Windsor/Datchet Circular, which 
costs £1 from Datchet. It used to be free. This takes a circuitous route 
through various car parks, right. 
 
Cyclepaths 

 There is a shared pavement and cyclepath on Horton Road alongside the Recreation Ground and 
The Cut but this terminates at the village centre.  

 Another shared pavement and cyclepath along Slough Road, in front of Churchmead School, also 
terminates in the village centre as it enters the Conservation Area. Residents have seen a section 
of this shared path, between the garage on Slough Road and Priory Way, used by vehicles when 
traffic is at a standstill due to the closure of the level crossings. 

 Some parts of the Conservation Area are hazardous for cyclists because of the volume of the 
traffic, narrow roads, parked cars, and lack of visibility.  

 There are no cycle parks in Datchet except at the station. 
 

6. Traffic and parking 
 Historically Datchet has always been at major junction and crossing point of the Thames. Today the 

Conservation Area struggles with the volume of traffic passing through. The village sits at a busy 
crossroads, on the route to Slough; Eton; Langley; M4/A4; Heathrow and Poyle, Colnbrook, Horton 
and Wraysbury, Old Windsor and Staines, and Windsor. It is close to two crossing points over the 
Thames (Victoria and Albert bridges). Traffic approaches the Village Greens from all directions, from 
Slough Road B376 and Eton Road B3026 to the west, from Horton Road B376 to the east, from 
London Road B470 to the north-east, and from Windsor Road B470 and Southlea Road B3021 to the 
south. When the M4 or M25 is blocked, the village is used as a cut-through. 

 Traffic converges on the village centre. There is regularly congestionwith tailbacks along all the 
approach routes. The congestion is made worse by the frequent closures of the High Street and 
Queens Road at the railway level crossings, and by problems on the M25/M4. There are proposals, 
currently on hold, to double the frequency of trains from four per hour to eight per hour at peak 
times. During the rush hours, it is not unusual for traffic queues into the centre to extend to Albert 
Bridge on Southlea Road, along Windsor Road towards Victoria Bridge, to the allotments on Slough 
Road, to the junction with Majors Farm Road on London Road, and along the length of Horton Road. 

 There are also three schools in the village with more than 900 pupils in total. (270 at St Mary’s, 420 at 
Churchmead, 215 at Eton End.) This results in a noticeable difference in traffic during school holidays 

 Speeding can be a problem, for example when cars use The Avenue as a ‘rat run’ because traffic has 
come to a standstill on Southlea Road or on the High Street. (The Avenue is also busy with traffic 
using the commuter car park at the station.) On the narrow High Street and Queens Road, vehicles 
often mount the pavement to pass each other, frequently travelling faster than is appropriate when 
pedestrians are also using these pavements.  

 Residents in Montagu Road, a long, no-through road (which is only wide enough for one car when 
vehicles are parked in marked bays on both sides), have complained about the speed of traffic, 
particularly when the road ahead appears clear; similarly in Buccleuch Road, the route to the golf 
course. Some residents felt that a speed limit of 30mph was not appropriate in these residential 
areas where there might be children playing or pets. 
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 In an effort to calm traffic in the village centre, there are speed ‘cushions’ or ‘platforms’, by North 
Green and in front of Spices; at the junction of The Avenue and Southlea Road; at the junction of 
Windsor Road and Queens Road; by the church on London Road; and just before entering the 
Conservation Area on Slough Road. 

Parking  

 There are public car parks at Horton Road and at the Railway Station car park, 
both border the Conservation Area. There are also pay and display parking spaces 
on the Avenue with two ticket machines. 

 There are a few parking spaces for shoppers around the Greens, some of which 
are time-restricted. These include spaces in front of the WI Hall, in front of the 
pharmacy, at North Green, alongside Jubilee Green (by Costa), and on one side of 
the commercial section of the High Street.  

 Illegal parking is a problem outside some retail outlets, eg on the 
double yellow lines outside Spices Restaurant, which is close to the 
level crossing. (The restaurant had arranged customer parking at 
Money Club House, next to Sopwith Court, outside office hours but 
takeaway customers often park on the pavement outside.)  

 There are residents’ parking bays near the Library and at North 
Green, right, where the road is very narrow; when cars are parked, 
there is no option but to drive on the pavement to pass them.  

 There are also residents’ parking schemes on Montagu Road, The 
Avenue, Queensmead and Buccleuch Road. The scheme at Buccleuch 
Road is managed by the residents so there is no annual fee for permits or 
visitors parking permits. (Previously these residential roads were used for 
commuter parking and even airport parking, with cars left for weeks at a 
time. Sometimes cars were parked inconsiderately so delivery vehicles or 
emergency vehicles were unable to pass.)  

 There are also parking bays by the riverside. When cars are parked here, the 
traffic flow can be disrupted as the road is effectively narrowed. 

 Also at the riverside, on Southlea Road and Windsor Road, there is some ‘off-
road’ parking on the verges by the river gardens, below, or where parking areas have been created 
on the other side of the double-yellow lines.  

 

Air quality readings 
The DNPSG used Friends of the Earth air quality monitors to measure pollution in the Conservation Area 
on The Green and in the High Street. See www.datchetneighbourhoodplan.org/air-quality.html 
The reading by the zebra crossing on The Green was 40.9 µg/m3. This is a snapshot of the air pollution 
for the time we were monitoring. The European Union has set the legal limit for nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 
pollution at an annual mean of 40µg/m3. Lots of things affect pollution levels over the course of a year, 
such as variations in the weather. The annual average results could look very different from these 

http://www.datchetneighbourhoodplan.org/air-quality.html
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snapshots but without further monitoring we won't know. Air pollution levels also vary greatly 
depending on how close the tubes are to the traffic. There will be a reduction in levels even a few metres 
from the source. Air quality readings for other locations are not known but pedestrians who walk these 
roads regularly are very aware of the pollution. Of particular concern, is the health of children walking or 
being driven to school in the rush hour. (Exposure to air pollution inside cars can be higher than outside.) 
 

7. Green and natural features 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Conservation Area Statement: 
5.1 The Green: Datchet’s focus is its Green, an important and very busy open space. The activeness of 
the space creates a sense of being the village centre, and the main commercial uses front on to it. 
Although surrounded by roads, signage and street furniture, the Green retains a rural feel with its granite 
edging plus [white] post and chain fencing. Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Oak is a visual centre and gives 
height to the space. Memorials provide points of interest in the spacious grassed area. The Churchyard 
contains some important Yew trees which can be seen from the Green.  

Throughout the year, there are well-attended community events 
on the Greens, left. There is also a special event each year for 
Remembrance Sunday, with the laying of wreaths, and another 
event for switching on the Christmas tree and village lights in early 
December. Proposals to make Greens smaller to allow traffic to 
flow faster through the village have been resisted.  
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Trees 
Generally, there is a feeling of leafiness throughout the Conservation Area. Most houses in the 
residential areas have gardens, and trees form a pleasing backdrop, a reminder of Datchet’s setting in 
the Green Belt. The Conservation Area also borders the green spaces of the golf course, the cricket club 
and, of course, the Home Park with its tree-lined avenues. On the assessment walks, residents agreed 
that the trees were a very important characteristic of Datchet. 

 

Above left, the Yew Trees in the Churchyard are a prominent feature. 
From the Conservation Area Statement:  
5.2 The tree-planted open space along Horton Road [The Cut, above centre] provides a pleasant open 
space on entry into Datchet and the trees add a backdrop to views along the Green. 
5.4 Visually important tree groupings provide the Conservation Area with important backdrops to several 
views and buildings. These are found along the river frontage, lining the edge of Montagu Road towards 
the eastern end of the road, lining the west side of Priory Way, above right, and the group of trees on 
the east side of Queens Road.  
5.6 There are some individually important trees which act as landmarks within the area. On the Green, 
apart from the Jubilee oak, there are other trees which add height and focus. Other important trees to 
be found around the Conservation Area include two very tall Wellingtonia trees along the frontage of 
Southlea Road, below left and centre, [at Riverside and White Lodge] and a large Cypress tree, below 
right, to the rear of 20 The High Street [Hall House, former hat shop].  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the main, the houses along Windsor Road and Southlea Road have front gardens which are thickly 
vegetated by high hedges, shrubberies and large mature trees. In addition to the Wellingtonia (Giant 
Redwood) mentioned in the Conservation Area Statement, there is a copper beech in the rear garden of 
Riverside with a Tree Preservation Order (TPO).  
 
The riverside gardens are screened by mature prunus and hawthorne hedges, which are interspersed 
with mature trees. Much of this area is very leafy. The public Riverside is shaded by an avenue of mainly 
horse chestnut trees. Some of these trees have been lost to disease in recent years. However the area is 
still shady in the summer time, which is essential because of the south westerly aspect of the garden. 

http://www.datchetneighbourhoodplan.org/uploads/1/0/0/1/100142880/horton-road_orig.png
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The local authorities do their best to maintain the grassy landscaped area of the gardens, in spite of the 
geese and occupation by various wildfowl. To date they are succeeding, following a complete 
refurbishment. Local people are very proud of the family of swans which have been residents of the 
Riverside for many years.  
 

The public riverside 
The Public Riverside is in the Green Belt, mainly owned and 
managed by Datchet Parish Council on behalf of the village. 
(The corner with the picnic tables is leased from RBWM.) It is a 
small area of 0.17ha between the Thames and Windsor Road, 
and lies between the boatyard and fenced-off private gardens. 
It is the only part of the riverside which the public can easily 
access to see the river and sit by its banks. It is included in the 
Conservation Area because of this and the views which are prized 
for their ‘historic and aesthetic merit’. It is an area of grass and 
trees with free 24-hour moorings for shallow vessels. (Boats with 
a deeper draught can pay for mooring at Kris Cruisers or at 
Stanley & Thomas by the golf course.) Recently it was 
refurbished by RBWM and DPC, and is now an attractive park 
with a York stone footpath, benches and a picnic area looking 
out over the river. It is an important leisure area for the village; 
for picnics, fishing, kayaking, walking (part of Thames Path) and 
simply sitting to look at the view of the Home Park and boats on 
the river. It is a home for swans, ducks and unfortunately geese. 
Along Windsor Road and Southlea Road, the River Thames is the 
dominant feature, and flooding prevents modern building and 
infill close to the banks.  
 
A resident commented. ‘This is an outstanding place of beauty 
because of the views, and accessibility to the river. It is one of 
the few places in the village where you can see the river and 
castle. Moored boats spoil the view.’ 
 
 

 
 
Right, aerial view  
 
Conservation Area Statement: 
5. 3 Access to river frontage in Datchet is predominantly 
private, making the small stretch of public space next to the 
boatyard an important one. The views of Home Park and 
Windsor Castle beyond are enjoyed from this space.  
6.2 The River Thames still supports some activity, although 
mainly for pleasure, and has a small boatyard [Kris Cruisers] 
on Windsor Road, next to the public space.  
 
See also:  http://datchethistory.org.uk/general-articles/the-
history-of-datchet-riverfront/ 

http://datchethistory.org.uk/general-articles/the-history-of-datchet-riverfront/
http://datchethistory.org.uk/general-articles/the-history-of-datchet-riverfront/
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8. Views 
7.1 Views into and across the Conservation Area:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the main roads entering the centre of Datchet 
there is an element of surprise, as they provide 
glimpses of the space ahead but the size of the space 
is not realised until the Greens are actually reached. 
Views across the Greens are also important.  
Above left, The view west to east along the Greens is 
well preserved, with a backdrop of trees at the 
entrance to Horton Road.  
Left, From east to west, the view includes the 1930s’ 
Art Deco garage, just beyond the Conservation Area 
boundary. 
Above, From west to east, across Memorial Green to 
London Road, with the Church and its yew trees as a 
backdrop to the Royal Stag pub and The Bridge. 

 
7.2 Views from the Conservation Area: The views out of the Conservation 
Area, across to the expansive Home Park and along the River Thames, 
have important historic and aesthetic merits. This view is little altered 
from the early 17th century when it was a public route from Datchet to 
Windsor and glimpses of the tree-lined route can still be seen.  
The sight of river and across to Windsor Home Park is stunning at any 
time of day, but especially in the day when the sun sparkles on the river, 
left, and in early evening when the sun is low and lovely colours 
combined with the play of light and shadow on the water creates the best 
view in Datchet.  
 

 
Views of the riverside from 
the High Street and 
Windsor Road are 
particularly cherished. 
Right, View to the old 
(ancient) route to Windsor 
with glimpses of the Castle. 
Far right, Ferry print 1686.  
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Selection of views from the riverside taken by residents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Left: There are pleasing views to 
the riverside from the High 
Street, and to the High Street 
from the riverside. 
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There are glimpses and unexpected views of the Church Spire, from all 
around the village.  
Far left, Priory Place, below centre, High Street 

 
There are intriguing 
glimpses of the 
village centre on the 
approach roads. 
Queens Road, left. 
 
 
 
 

 
As visitors approach the village from Old Windsor, they 
are greeted with the view of the Conservation Area, of tall 
trees, the tall red-brick Riverbank and a collection of 
imposing houses which sets the scene for a pleasant 
settlement, left. The riverside hedges along Southlea 
Road are especially colourful when the prunus are in 
blossom. 

 
 
 
There is a lovely cluster of heritage houses in 
stucco and red brick along the river from 
Bridge House at the corner of the High Street 
to Queens Road, right, above and below. This 
is an especially lovely view in spring when the 
camellias and wisteria are in bloom, and the 
chestnut trees have their ‘candles’. 
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There are a number of views which appear less in keeping with the general character of the  
Conservation Area. These include: 

 the agglomeration of signage at the junction 
of High Street and Windsor Road 
 
 

 Views from the river of the new riverside 
‘settlements’. Some of the riverside gardens seem 
to be occupied on an almost permanent basis. 
(Not pictured.) 
 

 The garage by the road between the Avenue 
and old brick wall of Bridge House. A tree has 
grown in front of it so the door can no longer be 
opened. Weeds and litter collect in tree stumps.  
 
 
 
 
 

9.  Spaces 
Important spaces include: 

 The Village Greens, held in trust by DPC. 

 The public section of the Riverside, part-owned and part-leased by DPC.  

 The Thames footpath which traverses the Conservation Area, managed by Environment Agency on 
land owned by the Crown Estate. 

 Railway station and Horton Road Pay and Display car parks, both just outside the Conservation Area. 

 St Mary’s churchyard. 

 The Cut 

 The golf course and the cricket club which sit on the boundary of the Conservation Area. 
 

10.  Landmarks 
Key landmarks include: 

 The church, St Mary’s, which dates from the 13th century. (The building was rebuilt and enlarged 
between 1857 and 1867. Its distinctive octagonal broach spire provides a landmark that can be seen 
from the Green and throughout the surrounding area.) 

 The distinctive Village Greens 

 The large Jubilee Oak which provides a focal point for the village centre 

 The tall Wellingtonia (Redwood) at Riverbank and White Lodge 

 The War Memorial and flag pole on Memorial Green 

 The grouping of Manor House buildings 

 The grouping of the Royal Stag and The Bridge 

 Datchet Lodge and the Post House flanking the river entrance to the High Street 

 Individual architecture of Listed and other heritage houses, including White Lodge, Old Bridge House, 
Datchet Lodge 

 The milestone (recently knocked down and damaged by a van and temporarily replaced) 
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 The library 

 The riverside park with its public seating, lawns and large trees 

 The “old hat shop” (Hall House on the High Street) 

 The boat yard 

 The art deco MG clock on 1930s garage at May’s Crossing (on the border of the Conservation Area) 

 The railway station and car park (on the border of the Conservation Area) 

 The golf club and cricket club (also on the border of the Conservation Area) 
 

11.  Summary of key defining characteristics/other observations 
8.1 Enhancement Opportunities (Conservation Area Statement) 
Datchet is generally a well-kept village. It has some modern infill most of which has blended well with 
the older buildings and does not detract from the character of the village. The car dominance of The 
Green creates problems for Datchet in terms of parking and pedestrian priority and also pollution. 
Attention is needed to address these problems whilst retaining the character of The Green open space. 
Walls and boundary hedges are an important street feature, often neglected. Encouragement should be 
given to retain and enhance these features. 
 
Findings from the assessments: 

 On the assessment walks, a common theme among residents was how much they appreciated the 
greenery in the village, and the green approaches to the village centre. The Village Greens are the 
‘heart of the village’, said one resident. ‘The benches are an invitation to enjoy the space.’ There was 
genuine affection for the ‘welcome’ provided by the pretty village centre. One resident said that, 
after a late shift, ‘it’s always lovely to arrive back in the village centre and know I’m nearly home’. 
Another added: ‘The church spire is an outstanding landmark and the trees, greenery and benches 
add to the village atmosphere’. 

 It was agreed that the overall impression befits a Conservation Area. It is a leafy suburb with 
prestigious houses built for wealthy families in the fashionable styles and materials of the day. A 
resident commented that ‘The Conservation Area is picturesque and, although made up of buildings 
of diverse age and appearance, it gives an overall pleasing impression’. The residents maintain their 
properties well and value their privacy with high walls and tall hedges.  

 One resident said how much they like the mix of architecture around the village greens, where 
modest terraced cottages sit harmoniously beside much larger, grand houses. They felt it mirrored 
the social mix and strong sense of community in the village. Another said that ‘many buildings have 
slate or red tiles and the black and white paintwork which makes for attractive uniformity. The 
dentist’s building would look better in a cream colour, and its front dormer window detracts from the 
general character, just as all the parked cars do’. 

 The assessment groups paid particular attention to extensions, noting how some worked well with 
the original building and surroundings, and others seemed less appropriate. Many properties have 
been subdivided and, in most cases, the original architecture has been respected. It was thought that 
there are one or two inappropriate dormer windows and double-glazings but on the whole the 
buildings retain an original look. 

 Residents aired their views on the newer infill. There is a tall, 20th-century building in a prominent 
position at the top of the High Street, opposite The Manor Hotel. It was recognised that it had been 
built with decorative timber in an attempt to fit in but some residents felt that it was a ‘pastiche’, and 
the height and scale of the building was also thought to be inappropriate. There was also some 
discussion about the new houses next to the library and it was generally felt that these blended well 
with the surrounding architecture. 

 There is a group of shops next to Costa where the modern shopfronts with new uPVC windows and 
doors retain little architectural harmony with their original buildings. 
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 The rear views of buildings are particularly prominent in 
some parts of the Conservation Area, for example, on 
the approach into the village centre/railway line from 
the High Street or Queens Road. These rear views are 
neglected and often untidy. A number of residents also 
commented on the untidy and unattractive areas 
around the railway line and felt they could easily be 
enhanced. 

 There was some discussion about heritage buildings on 
the edges of the Conservation Area which might be 
considered for inclusion or given special status. These include the 1930s MG Garage with its Art Deco 
Clock and the section of the Country Life Club Buildings next to it. (The garage has a prime position 
looking into the Conservation Area but its frontage, a car lot, is unkempt and attractive.)  

 Several residents raised the issue of how to revitalise the commercial centre and fill the empty shops. 
It was felt that Datchet’s distinctive character and charm were key to its attraction, and should be 
guarded and protected by businesses as a ‘selling point’.  

 Some people commented on the proliferation and general untidiness of some shop signage and neon 
lighting, feeling that these detracted from the Conservation Area and potentially made it less 
attractive to visitors and shoppers. There was some discussion about finding the right formula: 
residents wanted to protect what was special ‘without wanting to preserve the village in aspic’, at 
the same time acknowledging that businesses needed to attract custom.  

 There was some deliberation about which colours were suitable in a Conservation Area. The general 
consensus seemed to be that shop frontages should ‘fit in’ or ‘blend’ with surrounding buildings, and 
that prominent window displays should be used to attract customers, rather than brightly-coloured 
signage, canopies, and neon lights. One resident commented that the ‘Manor Houses are beautiful 
but the Manor Hotel is a horrible colour’.  A resident raised the idea of ‘zoning’ the Conservation 
Area, as had been suggested in Eton’s Neighbourhood Plan, with stricter rules for the central zone 
around the Greens and the High Street, perhaps with a colour palette for shops, and slightly less 
strict for the surrounding residential areas.  

 Several residents commented on the apparent lack of protection for the Conservation Area and lack 
of restrictions on non-Listed buildings, even when they are next to a Listed building. 

 A number of residents thought that Datchet could make more of its heritage, perhaps emphasising 
where the Conservation Area starts and finishes, with details about key buildings on a notice board. It 
was felt generally that there was a lack of understanding about the Conservation Area, where it is 
and what it means. 

 On the assessment walks, it was noted that a considerable number of dustbins were left at the front 
of properties and shops, sometimes on the footpath. One house had built a bin store on the public 
footpath. A resident said that the bins in front of Chapell House (Gossip Green) were an eye-sore, 
and others agreed. 

 There were many complaints that Datchet no longer has a post office.  

 Other issues highlighted by residents include the ugly phone box on the village green (usually out of 
order). ‘It is completely out of character’, a resident said. 

 The public Riverside is much appreciated and the consensus was that it should be protected from 
commercialisation. This is the only section of public riverside in Datchet from which residents and 
visitors can enjoy uninterrupted views across to the Home Park and Windsor Castle. Boats are 
allowed to moor here for up to 24 hours free of charge. A number of boats stay for longer. It was felt 
that there was sufficient provision for boats with these free moorings and the commercial moorings 
at Kris Cruisers and Stanley & Thomas. 
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 A resident thought that the boatyard advertising and buildings were somewhat inappropriate for a 
Conservation Area, but accepted them as part of the river scene as long as they do not proliferate to 
other parts of the riverside.  

 There was some concern that the private river gardens are being used as more permanent 
residences. There was some discussion about the trend for urbanisation of the river gardens and 
whether this represented a threat to the Conservation Area. In general, residents felt that this should 
not be allowed to flourish.  

 A few residents were concerned about large trees which have been felled recently. The question was 
raised whether residents are aware of the restrictions affecting work to trees in a Conservation Area. 
It was noted that the chestnut trees which used to line the railway behind the MG garage and 
Sopwith Court are slowly being lost. Another appears to have died recently and is covered in ivy. 

 As in the rest of Datchet, flooding is a concern. When it rains heavily, there are stormwater drainage 
problems thoughout the Conservation Area, particularly at the roundabout on the High Street. 

 Noise and pollution from planes and traffic is a downside of life in Datchet, although the pollution 
and noise from the road is mitigated in places by trees and hedges. There was especially concern 
about air quality around the schools and on children’s journeys to and from school. 

 The priority given to traffic over pedestrians was also highlighted and residents commented on how 
difficult it was to cross roads or even walk down some of the narrow pavements. 

 Congestion was also cited as a problem and the amount of traffic which comes through the village. 
Residents commented on the time it takes to get to and from work some days, yet, for many, the 
public transport options currently available do not offer a viable alternative. 

 Many residents commented on the way traffic regularly drives on the wrong side of the road when 
the railway crossings are down. This has become worse in recent months with the introduction of 10-
carriage trains which prevent the opening of the level crossing at the High Street while the train is in 
the station. The proposed doubling of trains per hour is likely to make it worse. 

 Parking – usually inconsiderate or illegal parking - is an issue. It was agreed that the introduction of 
residents’ parking had gone some way to improve this. 

 There was concern that several walls are deteriorating as a result of traffic pollution – particularly the 
Listed wall of Datchet House. 

 It was noted how uneven and untidy the pavements are in places because of the patchwork of 
repairs or damaged kerbs. 

 Residents also discussed the type of housing in the village and felt that there was a lack of starter 
homes and homes to downsize to. 

 
 
 

 


