
LOCAL GREEN & OPEN SPACE DESIGNATION PROPOSALS 
 

NAME OF SITE The Willowfields 

Proposed designation  LGS 

Address or location SE of Recreation Ground and west of Datchet Common 

Map reference  5 

Details of any existing designation 
(green belt, conservation area, Local 
Wildlife Site, planning permission, etc) 

Green Belt 

Ownership Datchet Parish Council 

 

Details and reasons for protection 

1. Brief description of the space and details of its purpose 

The Willowfields is a 1.5 ha of mixed shrub and woodland situated along the north side of the railway line 
to the south-east of the Datchet Recreation ground. In the 1950s the present site and the land further 
east, the Land at Mill Place, were used for gravel extraction and the name is derived from the willow trees 
which grew around the gravel pit. Eventually the pit was used for landfill, which was capped with soil by 
the local authority and allowed to develop as a wild grassy area.  Today it is used for people walking dogs 
and those wishing to explore a lesser known part of Datchet. It is increasingly being used by the local 
wildlife group, Wild About Datchet, for study and surveys of one of the few ‘natural’ areas in Datchet. The 
results of the surveys for birds, butterflies & dragonflies and flora are attached at the end of the document 
and indicate its ecological importance.  

2. Is the space close or relatively close to the community it serves? Is site easily accessible to the 
public? If not, does it provide amenity value without public access? 

It is very close to Mill Place Caravan Park, a travellers’ site, and within a 10 minute walk of the Holmlea 
housing estate. It is less accessible from the northern and western areas of the village since it can only be 
accessed by foot, and is a 15/20 min walk away. However the amenity value of the area is in its relative 
remoteness from the noise and traffic of the village which has allowed a more natural and wild character 
to develop. 
In the recent past a local group, ‘Datchet in Bloom’, created a Willow Walk to raise awareness of the 
Willowfields and improve access. This initiative was discontinued when the group disbanded some years 
later, but a number of footpaths remain so it is possible to access most of the site from the Recreation 
Ground. Access from the north is via a footbridge over the railway line. 
   

3. Is it local in character and not too extensive in area? 

At about 1.5 ha it is not a large area. Its character is local in that it is typical of neighbouring areas which 
were mined for gravel, in-filled to leave a rather rough hummocky surface and left for nature to take over. 
These sites have not been developed due to risk of flooding and the unsuitability of the terrain for 
agriculture due to the type of in-fill material used. 
 

4. Is it noted for its beauty and/or tranquillity? Are there significant views into, out of, across the site? 

In contrast to the neat village greens with formal beds and planters of brightly coloured flowers, and the 
closely cropped Recreation Ground, the Willowfields appear untidy. However the area has a different 
beauty which is being appreciated more today as local people seek to preserve habitats where wildlife and 
bio-diversity can thrive.  (See wildlife surveys at end) 
The distance of the Willowfields from the Horton Road bestows an air of tranquillity which is quite rare in 
Datchet and it is possible to hear birdsong and the buzzing of the bees.  
When leaving the area the views are of a large space with a border of great trees. Looking NW it is just 
possible to see St Mary’s church spire.     
 

5.  Does it have historic significance? 

Situated in the historic Marshfield, the site has significance to local history. It is recorded that from the late 
18th century the inmates of the nearby workhouse used to gather the ‘teasels’ (thistles) from this area for 
use in napping the surface of woollen cloth. In 1950s the area was used for gravel extraction. 



The Willowfields was acquired by Datchet Parish Council in 1975 in exchange for allotment land as part of 
an arrangement for the RBWM to buy land to build the Holmlea Estate. The original intention was to re-
site the allotments, but the land-fill material was unsuitable and the parish council kept the land for 
recreational purposes. 
 

6. Does it have recreational value for the local community? 

It is used by dog walkers and walkers who wish to see a lesser-known part of Datchet. Its main value is for 
people who enjoy local wildlife including wildlife groups, like Wild about Datchet, and wildlife 
photographers.  
 

7. Does it have ecological value? 

In 2019 several ecological surveys of the site took place by Wild about Datchet which gave a snapshot of 
the biodiversity of the area (see detailed results at the end). The general conclusion was that the site of 
largely dense scrubland with broad sunny open areas is a favourable habitat for diverse species. 11 
different butterfly species and 7 dragonfly species were identified, as well as 25 different birds and a 
variety of flora. This snapshot confirms the impression given to anyone who walks through the area, that 
the Willowfields is one of the few wildlife sites left in Datchet and should be protected.    
 

8. Additional details of the quality or deficiencies of the space, if relevant. Is it sufficient for current 
and future needs? 

The survey revealed that the site has fewer different species of flora than the neighbouring Land at Mill 
Place. This is partially due to the preponderance of brambles and nettles and some clearance of the 
brambles was recommended and took place. For future needs it could be necessary to continue with some 
light touch management to help increase bio-diversity. This would not only enrich the wildlife in Datchet 
but would be beneficial for increasing diversity in the wildlife corridor along the railway line. 
Giving the site LGS protection could help to ensure this happened.    
 

9. Is the site demonstrably special to local people, e.g. comments, photographs, surveys etc  

Local people have demonstrated that this site is special in the publication of ‘Willow Walk’ by Datchet in 
Bloom, and in the ecological surveys done by Wild About Datchet (see below and 
www.wildaboutdatchet.com). 
The Willowfields is part of the open space which is very special to Datchet Residents and is rated very 
highly the village-wide surveys by DNPSG ‘What I like about Datchet’ and Open Space Survey.   
 

10. Summary and recommendations  

The Willowfields fulfils the requirements of the NPPF paragraph 100 for Local Green Space designation. It 
is not too extensive in area and is relatively close to the community it serves. It is demonstrably special to 
the local community and holds a particular local significance because of its natural qualities which give 
recreational value in the tranquillity of the environment and the richness of the wildlife.  
The DNPSG recommend that the Willowfields are designated a Local Green Space so that this special 
quality can be preserved.  
 

Comments from local people   

From the RHS campaign to make people more aware of their environment, Willow Walk publication: 
‘Pathways allow easy walking around the Willowfields where abundant wildlife can be seen in a peaceful 
setting. Enjoy your walk’ (Janet Kennish, Datchet historian).  
From Datchet Eye, a local Facebook Page:  
‘I love that space, take my dog for walks there and it’s so pretty. Not a lot of people walk down there so its 
nice and quiet. I believe the natural area should be expanded as well.’ ‘I love to walk there with my 
grandchildren listening to the birds and looking for blackberries. A quiet and peaceful area, where they can 
see butterflies, find different coloured leaves and just enjoy nature.’ ‘I think the Willowfields is a hugely 
important area for wildlife in Datchet. It also enables the community to connect with nature and 
appreciate the local wildlife we have.’ ‘This land can feel special because not many people go there and it 
often has wildflowers and birdsong that can be hard to hear or see elsewhere. It is a reminder that nature 



can look after itself if we let it, and provides some rare, open, semi-wild space in the village. A bit like a 
mini nature reserve. I find it frustrating when the land is misused - people not picking up after their dogs, 
or motorbikes being ridden up and down, for instance. More protection and care for this space for people 
to enjoy responsibly sounds like a good idea to me! (Incidentally, I also feel some more of the rec should 
be given over to a more natural approach, expanding the ‘nature reserve’.)’ ‘My family love the willow 
fields. I've seen a barn owl, rabbits , foxes , wrens, kestrels and many wild birds and insects. Its full of wild 
flowers, fruit trees and bushes. It's an important wildlife space that needs preservation .It would be great 
to plant more fruit trees and wild flowers to help save the bees that are at risk too.’  
The following comments from the DNP Open Spaces and Village-wide Surveys, give a flavour of the general 
views of this central Green Space comprising The Rec, Sabatini Land and Willowfields: ‘I love the historic 
village centre and the pretty village greens and other green spaces such as The Cut and the Rec. The 
beautiful trees.’ ‘Datchet is perfect for families with excellent parks on the recreation fields.’ ‘I like the 
open space of the rec.’ ‘Beautiful green spaces.’ ‘Datchet is great for children with a huge park.’ 
 

 
Example of wildlife surveys: WILD ABOUT DATCHET 
DATCHET WILLOW FIELDS – BUTTERFLY AND DRAGONFLY SURVEY - MONDAY 11 AUGUST 2019 
The following butterflies and dragonflies were seen during a survey of Datchet Willow Fields.  

Butterflies Number 

Small/Essex Skipper* 1 

Speckled Wood 1 

Large White 15 

Comma 2 

Common Blue 3 

Red Admiral 2 

Painted Lady 2 

Gatekeeper 4 

Meadow Brown 5 

Dragonflies  

Azure/Common Blue Damselfly* 3 

Blue-tailed Damselfly 1 

Southern Hawker 2 

Brown Hawker 1 

* It is difficult to separate these species in the field and it is common to report them together 

Notes 

1. The weather was fine and sunny with a moderate wind and a temperature of 19 degC. 
2. Various factors influence the number of butterflies and dragonflies on the wing on any given day 

and it is necessary to carry out multiple surveys over the Spring/Summer period to get an 
accurate picture of the species diversity. For example, some species are present during the 
Spring only and others in late Summer. 

3. The number of species recorded is therefore likely to be an underestimate but it does provide a 
useful snapshot of the diversity present.  

4. The habitat of largely dense shrubland with broad sunny open areas is good for a wide range of 
species. 

5. The introduction of a grass-cutting regime in selective areas would help to improve plant 
diversity and hence create more wildlife interest. A grass cut (with removal of the cuttings) – 
normally mid-late Summer - encourages the spread of wild flower seeds and leads to greater 
diversity. 

6. As suggested previously, in the longer term, introducing water to the site i.e. a pond, would 
increase biodiversity and attract more wildlife.  

7. In future years t is suggested that (at least) 3 butterfly surveys are carried out: one in the Spring 
(early-mid May), mid-Summer (mid – end June) and late Summer (early August).  

Brian and Liz Crathorne, 14 August 2019 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Willow Walk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the Willow Trees which gives 
Willowfields its name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A rich variety of vegetation helps to support the wildlife 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View of the Recreation Ground 
from The Willowfields 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


