
LOCAL GREEN & OPEN SPACE DESIGNATION PROPOSALS 
 

NAME OF SITE Datchet Village Green and the Cut 

Proposed designation  Local Green Space 

Address or location The Green and Horton Road  

Map reference  1 & 4 on the accompanying map 

Details of any existing designation (green 
belt, conservation area, Local Wildlife 
Site, planning permission, etc) 

Conservation Area 

Ownership Datchet Parish Council  

 

Details and reasons for protection 

1. Brief description of the space and details of its purpose 

The Village Green is the most important open space in Datchet and forms the heart of the Conservation 
Area. Most of the historic and commercial buildings are clustered around it and major routes circumvent 
it. An area of 0.23ha, the Green is made up of five separate greens laid to lawn and bordered with white 
posts and chains. From east to west these greens are known as Gossip Green, Memorial (or South) Green, 
Jubilee Green, North Green and Mays Island. Grass verges at Hall Court and Slough Road also contribute to 
the green setting as do commemorative and ornamental trees and, in summer, flower-beds and planters 
add colour to the space.   
Apart from being the traditional centre of an English village, as a green core from where the residents can 
sit and observe the settlement’s finest buildings and take some respite from the bustle and pollution of 
the busy roads, the purpose of the Green is the site of important village memorials and commemorative 
features as well as the location for village ceremonies and entertainments. In addition, around the Green 
and High Street are clustered most of Datchet’s shops and businesses.   
 
The Cut is a strip of open grassland, with a double row of trees and park benches, which borders Horton 
Road and forms a green link between the Recreation Ground and the village greens in the historic centre. 
At the west of the open land is the Library, to the South the Horton Road Car park with the vehicular 
entrance to St Mary’s School and an Early Learning Centre, and to the south-east a small row of semi-
detached houses with front gardens facing on to the green. To the east is a three-storey commercial office 
building at the side of which some new trees have been planted. The access road to the car park bisects 
the Cut from north to south. There is a footpath from the car park to the village centre. 

2. Is the space close or relatively close to the community it serves? Is site easily accessible to the public? 
If not, does it provide amenity value without public access? 

The Green is accessible from most parts of the community in up to 15mins on foot or less by bicycle, 
although there is no bicycle parking, and access is not easy for people in wheelchairs. Car parking is 
extremely limited. It is not always easy to cross the roads to sit on one of the Green’s benches but even 
without access, the site has visual amenity and is hugely appreciated by the residents. There is one 
pedestrian crossing, from in front of The Bridge café to Memorial Green and the shopping parades. 
The Cut is about 2 mins away from the village centre on foot and easily accessible from all parts of the 
village, except during the rush hours when the Horton Rd is often at a standstill. At these times its amenity 
value is as a ‘green lung’ where residents can walk, away from the traffic and pollution. 

3. Is it local in character and not too extensive in area? 

The Village Green, with its protective borders of white posts and chains, surrounded by red brick and half- 
timbered buildings with steeply-pitched roofs clad in orange/red tiles, sets the character for the rest of 
Datchet. It is not too extensive in area, the combined green areas being 0.23 ha. 
The local character of The Cut is reflected in the area’s aspect of open grass with a double avenue of trees. 
Similar open spaces are found at the Sabatini Land and the Datchet Riverside. At 0.3ha it is not too 
extensive in area. 

4. Is it noted for its beauty and/or tranquillity? Are there significant views into, out of, across the site? 

The Green : Residents noted tranquillity, with bird song, during lockdown 2020 but normally the area is 
only tranquil early in the morning due to airline and car traffic. However many residents feel that it is the 
prettiest part of the village, especially when the flower beds are in bloom and all the hanging baskets on 



the surrounding shop fronts are full of flowers. 
There are significant views of the arrangement of open greens, trees and monuments. This is recognised 
in the Conservation Area statement, 7.1, from which the following description is partially taken: 
There is an element of surprise when the public emerges from the relative enclosure of the green 
approach roads and is presented by the view of a wide open space in the centre of the village, encircled by 
historic buildings. The most prominent of these, which occupies the only significant point of higher ground 
in Datchet is St Mary’s Church. This is a key landmark and with its recently renovated spire and historic 
churchyard it dominates the views to the north-east from the Green. Another key landmark, which is 
visible from all areas of the Green, is the superb Grade II listed war memorial.  
Views from west to east are well preserved with a backdrop of trees provided by the open space along the 
Horton Road (The Cut). From east to west across the Green, the views include the Jubilee Oak and the Art-
Deco former MG garage. The views from the approach roads are important but the internal views are also 
highly valued locally and residents and visitors use the numerous benches to sit and enjoy them and watch 
the world go by in relative peace and quiet. 
 
The Cut is a beautiful green open space alongside a busy road, particularly in Spring when the horse 
chestnuts are in full flower. The most significant views are that looking into the village centre, with the 
spire of St Mary’s which can be seen from the Cut, looking west.  

5. Does it have historic significance? 

The Green has considerable historic significance and is the focal point of the historic gateways. Today the 
Greens occupy the whole centre of the village, but until the 1840s that area was a stream running west to 
east and widening to a pond before reaching the Thames further east. The watercourse was culverted 
during the 1840s, the ground above filled in and grassed and the modern Green created. The new land 
belonged to the Lord of the Manor and in 1894 he granted it, by Indenture, to the Datchet Parish Council, 
as recreation grounds for the inhabitants for ever. Many of the houses and buildings around the Green 
today are in fact much older than the Green itself, the oldest being the Royal Stag Public House. Among 
which are eleven Historic England listed properties. 
There are a number of historic monuments on the greens (see images below): a Victorian drinking 
fountain, and horse trough on North Green; and the Diamond Jubilee Cross marking 60 years of Queen 
Victoria’s reign on Jubilee Green. On Memorial Green there is a Grade II listed war memorial surrounded 
by a raised flowerbed.  This is a finely-designed 1920 obelisk, carved with military arms and pictorial 
scenes as well as the names of the dead in two world wars. More recently, carved memorial benches have 
been sited on The Green to mark Queen Elizabeth’s Golden and Diamond Jubilees, and a metal bench was 
added to mark the centenary of the end of WWI. Trees also mark historic events. The large oak in the 
centre of the village, the ‘Jubilee Oak’, was planted in 1887 to mark 50 years of Queen Victoria’s reign. An 
oak was planted on Gossip Green to mark Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. Other trees here 
include an oak and two cherry trees on North Green. The Memorial Green has been selected by the DPC 
as the site for the relocation of the London Road milestone, which was damaged several times in its 
former location opposite the church. The work has been held up by the Covid pandemic. 
 
The historic significance of the Cut is that in 1881 the land was given by the Lord of the Manor, the Duke 
of Buccleuch, to the residents of Datchet ‘for the purposes of recreation.’ It was, therefore, Datchet’s first 
recreation ground. This gift was confirmed by the 1895 Indenture of Datchet Greens to Datchet Parish 
Council. It was called The Cut because it was the eastern end of the barrel arch which was built to culvert 
the stream which ran through the centre of the village. At this point the land sloped down to the barrel 
arch on both sides and the arch was left open as if sliced, or ‘cut’, down to water level. Later the land was 
filled in and levelled when the culvert was extended further east. 

6. Does it have recreational value for the local community? 

The Green is a focus for community events such as the annual ‘Christmas on The Green’, a festive event 
with stalls, entertainment, food and drink to celebrate the lighting of the Christmas tree; and ‘The Ellis 
Journey’, a re-enactment of the first recorded journey in a motor car which was made by Datchet resident, 
Evelyn Ellis, from Micheldever to his home in Datchet, which culminates with a display of pre-1905 vehicles 
on the village green. The space is also used to celebrate national events, such as ‘Queen on The Green’ for 
the Queen’s 90th birthday; and each year on Remembrance Day, there is a procession from the church to 
The Green, and villagers congregate around the War Memorial to pay their respects. On a more individual 



level, Memorial Green is also used as a backdrop for wedding photographs. 
 
Although the Cut was Datchet’s first public recreation ground, initially it was not very successful. Not only 
was it very muddy (no doubt enjoyed by local children) but there was constant trouble caused by games 
being played so near the road. Today the main value is the green space it provides linking the centre of the 
village, shops and schools to the footpaths and cycle path along the Sabatini land to east Datchet. It is used 
by walkers, joggers, shoppers, pram-pushers, families on the school run, and cyclists. Some like to just sit 
on the benches. It is attractive and encourages pedestrians to walk across it to the village hall, health 
centre and Recreation ground. In addition, as it is so close to the village greens, it can offer an extension 
for an exhibition area or area for stalls and entertainments when village fetes, street parties and various 
celebrations take place in the centre. 

7. Does it have ecological value? 

The Green has not been surveyed for ecological value. The grass is closely-cropped and the whole area is 
kept in a very tidy fashion so that sight-lines for traffic are not obscured and the monuments are clearly 
visible. However the grassy space and trees help to protect pedestrians from the worst of the traffic 
pollution and the flower beds and planters add an important floral aesthetic to the village centre.  
 
The Cut has not been surveyed for ecological value either but there are several different ecological 
habitats : in the space: A hawthorn hedgerow (overgrown by ivy) grows at the back of the car park with 
laurel hedges at the edges, and about 12 horse chestnut and beech trees are planted throughout the area. 
The grassland  has potential for increasing bio-diversity if it was mown less frequently and the growth of 
wild flowers encouraged with selective planting. The car park hedges are an important barrier which helps 
to protect the school children from traffic pollution. 

8. Additional details of the quality or deficiencies of the space, if relevant. Is it sufficient for current and 
future needs? 

Village events held on The Green have been extremely popular although the amount of space is limited 
and there are issues of traffic management and safety. Nearby, adjacent to Horton Road is a further open 
space, called The Cut, which can be used for ‘over-spill’ if necessary.  
The space around The Green is also a nodal point and, particularly during rush hours, is dominated by 
traffic from four main routes which converge and traffic queues form when the level crossings are closed 
(4/8 times per hour). This creates an unpleasant environment for residents who complain about noise, 
pollution, dirt, congested and blocked roads, etc, as well as the amount of time it takes for them to drive 
or walk home. When the crossing gates are open, speeding traffic and difficult-to-cross roads are the main 
complaints.  
The quantity of traffic currently limits the quality of this space at times and will undoubtedly create more 
problems for the future unless bold measures are taken to limit vehicles and encourage more people to 
walk, cycle or avoid driving through Datchet. Bold measures could involve a conflict of interest with the 
preservation of the heritage open space, particularly as there are also the commercial interests of shops 
and businesses to be considered. 
The present usage of the Cut as a pleasant open space and a green link between the Recreation Ground 
and the village greens works well and should be maintained for the future. It is open to the introduction of 
more wildlife habitats to increase bio-diversity. 

9.  Is the site demonstrably special to local people, e.g. comments, photographs, surveys etc  

In the Datchet Neighbourhood Plan village-wide survey, residents were asked what they liked and disliked 
about Datchet, what they would keep and what they would change. The green spaces in the village centre 
were listed frequently among the most-liked features. Here are some of the comments:  
‘Datchet is a delightful, authentically English, elegant little village, with a beautiful centre and lots of 
green spaces.’ ‘I like its historic centre especially around St. Mary's Church and conservation area 
generally, the greens and open spaces.’ ‘I like the village atmosphere; the age of the buildings and the 
history; the village Greens, the clear views of the church.’ ‘I like the village character, centred around the 
greens.’ ‘I love the community that we generally have in the village. Especially when we all get together 
for an occasion on the green.’ ‘Beautiful village centre’. ‘I like the village atmosphere, the village greens 
and Conservation Area.’ ‘It's a pretty village with a lovely village green.’ ‘I like sitting on the village green 
watching the world go by with a coffee.’ ‘I love the historic village centre and the pretty village greens 



and other green spaces such as The Cut and the Rec. The beautiful trees. The flower tubs and hanging 
baskets.’ ‘The historic village centre - keep its unique character by monitoring closely any building that 
goes on there, and protecting the greens.’ ‘The village green area is particularly attractive.’ ‘I like the 
village feeling where everyone knows one another and a central village green’, ‘Village events on the 
green are brilliant.’ 
As Datchet’s first public recreation area and one of Datchet’s treasured green spaces, The Cut has a 
special place in the village. In addition it is an important green link in the Horton Road green corridor 
which is one of the most important characteristics of the eastern approaches to Datchet.  
From a DNPSG village survey ‘I love the historic village centre and the pretty village greens and other green 
spaces such as the Cut and the Rec.’ From a Datchet Parish councillor: ‘The Cut is certainly a valuable place 
to stage events. It occupies a prime space in its own right, conveniently adjacent to the Horton Road car 
park. It also serves as “green bridge” between two important and popular event sites in the village, The 
Green and the Recreation Ground, and benefits from its proximity to the facilities offered by both sites. It is 
a spacious area, large enough for market and entertainment stalls and gazebos, separated from the road 
by a pavement and grass verge. The trees create an attractive setting and provide much-needed shade in 
the summer months. It is proposed to use The Cut next year to celebrate the 125th+1 anniversary of The Ellis 
Journey. The additional space will also be useful in helping to meet any social distancing requirements that 
may still be necessary. As an additional note about this green space, because there is an entrance to St 
Mary's school through the car park, The Cut serves as a child-friendly zone, safely set back from the busy 
Horton Road.’ 

10. Summary and recommendations  

In summary, The Green fulfils the requirements of the NPPF, paragraph 100, for Local Green space 
designation. It is at the heart of the community it serves and is a series of small and very individual green 
spaces in the midst of frequently heavy traffic and commerce. It is demonstrably special to the local 
community, who take great pride in the historic space as both a suitable venue for the community’s most 
revered monuments and ceremonies as well as an ideal venue for community events and 
commemorations.  
It has considerable historic significance, and although the first known written reference to Datchet was in 
994, it is likely that the nearby church was built on an ancient pre-Christian settlement clustered around 
the stream which ran through the area. The Green was created in 1840s when this stream was filled in, 
but the pattern and form of the surrounding buildings was established in much earlier times. 
The DNPSG recommends that: 

 The Green is designated as a Local Green Space in order to give more security so that the views and 
open space can be preserved for the future 

 The Green could be improved by the removal of some of the surplus clutter, such as out of date 
signage.  

 Any plans to add extra commemorative items on Memorial Green should be very carefully appraised 
so that the beautiful cenotaph does not become overshadowed. 

 Any plans to use parts of the Green for traffic improvements should be resisted. 

 Improved access for wheelchairs and prams should be provided and nearby parking for bicycles. 
 

The Cut meets the requirements of the NPPF as a Local Green Space, in that it is a small, easily-defined 
tract of land which is close to the community it serves. As the earliest recreation ground in Datchet, 
bequeathed by the Lord of the Manor, it has historic significance to the village. Today the key significance 
is that it is a lovely green space between the car park and the road which maintains the green link to the 
Conservation Area from East Datchet. 
The DNSPG recommends:  

 The Cut should be designated as a Local Green Space in conjunction with the village Green. 

 A succession planting programme is created to gradually replace the diseased chestnut trees  

 An ecological survey is undertaken to look at the possibilities of increasing bio-diversity. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some images courtesy of Datchet Village Society photo library 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Images of historic monuments courtesy of Datchet Village Society photo library 
 



 

 
 
      The Cut from the village centre                                  The Cut, footpath to the car park 

         The Cut looking west 
 
 
 
 

 


